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PREFACE: 


8 HE Piece of Sir Iſaac Newton, with 
70 of 8 5 which the World is now preſented, ne- 
3 ver appear d in Engliſh before, except 
„ the Manuſcript of the Author. It 
was tranſlated into French, and publiſhed at Paris, 
with the Addition of ſome Obſervations on it. The 
French Author, who has not been pleas d to give us 
his Name, takes a Liberty with our famous Coun. 
tryman, which thoſe, who have been long deſerved- 
ly fond of ſo great a Name, may at firſt reſent. 
But I hope, upon a mature Conſideration of the Me- 
rits of the Argument, thich ought altvays to out- 
4 weigh 


w—_—y hate. „„ * F 
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weigh any Perſonal Affection, the World will not 

take it ill that an Engliſhman has made Sir Iſaac's 
Antagoniſt ſpeak the Language of this Country. For 

if the Obſerver has Truth on his fide, every candid 
Enquirer will be fond of embracing it. But if our 

; learned Mathematician's Syſtem can ſtand the Teſt 
of his Objections, I ſhall eæpect the Thanks of his 
| . Friends, for having thus put it in their power to 
defend him. And as Truth itſelf is my only Con- 
cern ; ſo 1 publiſh the Chronology and Obſervations 
aber, with no other View than that ſome able 
Pen may undertake the Cauſe, and ſettle the weigh- 
ty Points in queſtion, to the Satisfaction, and for 


the Information of the Learned World. 
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Sir ISAAC NEWTON 


CHRONOLOGY 


£4 


Abridged by Himſelf. 


HE Grecian Antiquities are full of 
Poetical Fictions; + for that People 
wrote nothing in Proſe before Cyrus 

King of Perſia conquer'd Aſia. Then 
ET it was that Pherecydes of Scyros, and 
analogs of Miletum, introduced the Practice of 
publiſhing Books in Proſe. Toward the Conclu- 
tion of Darius's Reign, Pherecydes the Athenian 
wrote aTreatile of Antiquities, which he digeſted 
into Genealogies and Families. He is look'd on 
as one of the beſt Genealogers. His Method was 


follow d by the Hiſtorian Epimenides. Hellanicws, 


who was twelve Years older than Herodotus; di- 


B ” 


| 
| 


(2) 
vided his Hiſtory by the Succeſſions and Years of 
the Prieſteſſes of Tinto at Argbs Other Writers 
followd the Reigris of the 0 of Lacey, 
or the Archons of Athen. 

Hippias of Elis, about 30 Years before the 
Cloſe of the Perſian Monarchy, publiſh'd a Liſt 
of the Names of thoſe who had carried the Prize 
at the Olympick Games: And about 10 Years be- 
fore the ſame Period, Ephorus, a Scholar of Hera- 
clitus, wrote a chronological Hiſtory of Greece, 
which begun with the Return of the Heraclides 
into Peloponeſus, and ended with the Siege of 
Perinthus, by Philip King of Macedon, the Fa- 
ther of Alexander the Great, or with the 2oth 
Year of that Prince. But the Facts wete ranked in 
Generations; for the way of reckoning by Olym- 
piads was not then in uſe: Nor does it appear 
that Care was taken to give the Number of Youu 
which the Kings reign'd. 

The Chronicle of the Arundel Marbles, which 
was compoſed 60 Years after the Death of Alex- 
ander, in the qth Tear of the 128th Olympiad, 


makes no mention of that Terxm. But in the ve- 


ry next Olympiad Tiniaus the Sicilian publiſhed 
a —_ divided into feveral Books, which he 
b brought 


— 
5 2x.. 
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brought down to his own Time, in a chronolo- 
gical Series of Olympiads, compared with the 
Years of the Ephori, and Kings of Sparta, thoſe 
of the Archons of Athens, and the Prieſteſſes of 
Argos; which Hiſtory mentions the Names of 
thoſe that had been victorious in the Olympick 
Games. In order to eſtabliſh this Series, he com- 
pared the Olympiads with the Succeſſions of the 
Kings, Archons, and Prieſteſſes : But after all the 
Care he has employ'd in the Matter, he does not 
ſeem to haye been Critick enough to ſucceed in 
his Deſign, if we will take the Judgment of Po- 
hhius in the matter. 

It was not then till after Alexanders Death 
that the Hiſtorians began to make uſe of Genera. 
tions, Reigns, and Succeſſions, determined by the 
Number of Tears. They ſuppoſed Reigns and 
Succeſſions equal to Generations, three of which 
they allow'd to 100 or 120 Years: And hence it 
came that thoſe Writers placed the Beginning of che 
Crecian Hiſtory 300 or 400 Tears too ſoon. This 
however is the Original of the Teen Chrono- 
logy of Greece. 

Eratoſthenes wrote about 1Cco Years after the 
Death of Alexander. He was follow'd by Apol- 
B 2 lodorus; 


Lycurgnus 


(4) 
lodorus ; and both by all the Chronologers till 
our own Times. But it is evident from the Paſ- 
ſages of Plutarch, which I ſhall quote, how uncer- 
tain and doubttul their Chronology appear'd to 
the Greeks of thoſe Days. 

Life of Some ſay that Lycurgus was cotemporary with 


Iphitus; and that they were jointly concern d in re- 


gulating the Suſpenſion of Arms, tol ich was obſerv d 
during the Olympick Games. Ariſtotle 1s of this 
Opinion, which he grounds en an Olympick Coit, 


which bears the Name of Lycurgus. Others, who 


with Eratoſthenes, and Apollodore, compute by the 


Succeſſion of the Kings of Sparta, make him live ſe- 
veral Tears before the firſt Olympiad. 
Thus Ariſtotle, and other Writers, placed Y- 


curgus in the firſt Olympiad ; while Eratofthenes, 
Apollodorus, and others, made him about 100 


Years older. Plutarch, upon the Interview of Solon 


and Cræſus, ſpeaks thus of theſe Chronologers. 


Life of , J am: ſenſible that ſome Authors undertake to 


Solon. 


prove by Chronology that this Story is a mere Fiction: 
But a Story ſo famous, atteſted by ſuch a number of 


Witneſſes, and (what ſtill more deſerves to be conſi. 


der d) ſo well ſuited to Solon's Character, and ſo 
worthy of his Crurage and Wiſdom, ſhould not be 


rejected, 


(5) 


rejected, upon the Pretence of its not agreeing with 
2 little Chronological Tables, which thouſands, 
even to this day, have attempted to redtiſy, and 
never could account for the Difficulties, with which 
they abound. 

Theſe Chronologers made Solon s Legiſlature 
too early to agree with the Time of this Interview. 

In order to reconcile theſe Contradictions, Chrono- 
logers had recourſe to the Expedient of doubling 
the Perſons. Thus when the Poets had confound- 
ed the Daughter of Inachus wich Iſis the Wife of 
Oſiris, they admitted of two Jos, one the Daughter 
of Inachus, and another more modern, the Dauglt- 
ter of 7aſſus, or Faſus, a Name corrupted from 
Inachus. Thus too they made two Ariadnes, both 
Daughters of Minos; the elder, Miſtreſs to Bac- 
chus, the younger to Theſeus. Hence they were 
obliged to allow of two Miros's as well as two 
Pandions, and two Eredtheus's. Such Accommo- 
Cations and Reconciliations as theſe have intro- 

duced great Contuſion in antient Hiſtory. 

The Chronology of the Romans is ſtill more ' 
doubtful. We read in Plutarch how little cer- 1 
tainty they had concerning the Original ot Rome: & 
and Livy owns that.the old Regiſters of the Romans 

were {1 


— 


fore Herodotus wrote, that they made no ſcruple 


(6) 
were burnt wich that City by the Cauls, 64 Years 
before the Death of Alexander the Great. Q. 


Fubius Pictor, the oldeſt Roman Hiſtorian, wrote 


100 Years after that King, | 

The Aſſyrian Monarchy begins in the ſacred 
Hiſtory, with Phul and Tiglath Pileſer, and laſts 
about 7o Years. Herodotus computing much in 
the ſame manner, makes Semiramis only 5 Gene- 
rations, or 166 Years earlier than Nitocris, Mo- 
ther to the laſt King of Babylon. On the other 
hand Cteſias has placed Semiramis 1500 Years ſoon. 
er than Nitocris, and gives us a long Catalogue 


of Kings of Aſſyria, whoſe Names are not of that 


Language, nor have any Reſemblance with thoſe 
of the Kings of Aria mentioned in Scripture. 
The Egyptian Prieſts told Herodotus, that Mem. 


phis, and the magnificent Temple of Vulcan, which 


was in that City, were built by Menes, and that the 
ſtately Porticos of that Temple were added by 
Rhampſinitus, Maris, Aſychis, and Pſammiticus. 
But it is not probable that Memphis was famous 
before Homers Time, nor that one Temple was 
ſo many Ages building. The Prieſts of Fgypt 
were ſo fond of carrying their Antiquities high be- 


ro 


( 
to tell him of 330 ſucceſſive Kings between 
Menes and Maris, whoſe Reigns being taken for 
ſo many Generations, makeup all together eleven 
thouſand Years. This Space of Time they fill'd 
up wich Names of which they could give no Ac- 


count. Between the Time of Herodotus and Dio- 


dorus, they carried their Antiquity ſtill higher ; 
fo that they were reduced to the neceffiry of foiſt- 
ing in fix, eight, and ſometimes ten Reigns roge- 
ther berween thoſe very Kings, which they had 
told Herodotus ſucceeded one another imme- 
diately. 

In the Succeſſion of the Kings of Shen Chro- 
nologers have divided Apis into two Kings; one 
of which they called Apis, the other Epopæus, or 
Epaphus; and between theſe two Princes they ſet 
doun 11 or 12 Names of imaginary Kings; but 
give us no Account of any one Action of theirs, 
and by this means they have made Ægialeus 300 
Years older than his Brother Pheroneus. The fame 
thing has been practiſed in modern Hiſtories of 
the Succeſſion of the Kings of Germany * 
down from the Flood. 

Before the Uſe ot Writing, it was ſcarce poſſible 
to pteſerve the Name and Actions of a Prince a- 

boye 


bove: 80 or 100 Tears after his Death, Tis for 


this Reaſon that I do not allow the Chronology 
of the antient Kings of Greece any higher than 80 
Years before Cadmus made that Country acquaint- 
ed with Writing. So too in the. Antiquities of 
Germany, we ought. to reject all Accounts prior 
to the Eſtabliſhment of the Roman Empire. 
We have already obſerved that Eratoſthenes and 
Apollodore computed the Time by the Reigns of | 


the Spartan Kings. They reckon 'd 17 Genera- 


tions from the Return of the Heraclides to the 
Battle of Thermopyls, and counted 620 Years 


between thoſe two Events; which is a Proof that 


they allowed 36 Yeats and an half to each Reign 


or Generation. But we do not meet with any Ex- 


ample in any knoun and true Hiſtory of 17 ſuc- 
ceſſiye Kings reigning each 36 Tears. 

So that allowing theſe 17 Kings, one with ano- 
ther, to have reign'd only 18 Yeats, 1 have fixed 
the Time of the Return of the Heraclides. 

I have pur the taking of Troy 80 Years before 
that Return, | and in this I have followed J. huci- 
dides. I have ſet the Argonauts Expedition one 
Generation before that War; and the War; be- 


tween Seſoſiris and the Thracians, with the Death 
8 of 


(9) 
of Ino the Daughter of Cadmus, one Generation 
before the Argonauts. 

Thus it is I have digeſted the following Chrono- 
logy; which I have made agreeable to the Order 
of Nature, to Aſtronomy, and the Sacred Hiſtory, 
and conſiſtent with itſelf; freeing it from all choſe 
Contradictions of which Plutarch complained. 
I do not however pretend to an Exactneſs which 
excludes all poſſibility of my being miſtaken : 
There may be ſome Errors of 5 or 10 Years, and 
ſometimes of 20; but I think none of a larger 
Extent. 
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Of the mot AN TIENT 


Hiſtory of EUR OPE, 


To the Conqueſt of Perſia by 
Alexander. 
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x dy H E ENG 70085 foſp ſeua drove 
0 MY cout of Paleſtine, retiring in great 
NS, 25 Numbers into Egypt, ſeized on the 
lower Egypt, killed Timans, Tham- 


— 


mus or Thamar, King of that Country, and ma- 
king themſelves Maſters of his Dominions, re— 
mained there under Salatis, Bæon and Apachnas, 
their Kings till the Days of Eli and Samuel. The 


EO p- 
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Egyptians called them Shepherds; and their eating 
the Fleſh of Beaſts, made them deteſtable to the 
original Natives of that Country, who lived on 
the Produce of the Earth. | 
The ſeveral Provinces of the upper Egypt were 
then governed by diſtinct Kings; who were ſeat- 
ed at Coptus, Thebes, Elephantis, and other Cities. 
Theſe petty States making War one on another, 


were at laſt reunited in one Kingdom by Miſ-1120. 


phrag muthoſis, about the Time of the High. Prieſt 
Heli. That Prince directing his Forces againſt 
the Shepherds, was ſo ſucceſstul, that the greateſt 
part of them quitted Egypt, and fled into Pale- 
ſtine, Idumea, Syria and Lybia, under the Com- 
mand of Lelex, Innachus, Pelaſgus, Aolus, the 
antient Cecrops, and ſeveral other Leaders. From 
thoſe Countries they ſpread themſelves over 
Greece and all Europe. That part of the World 
was then inhabited by wandring Cimmerians, and 
Scythians, who came from the Coaſts of the 
Euxin Sea. Theſe People had no fix'd. Habitation, 
but liv'd like the Nomades of the Northern Aſia. 
Ogyges, in whole Time the Egyptians ſettled in 
Greece, deſcended from theſe Cimmerians. Thoſe 
Shepherds who ſtaid in Eyypr were by Miſphrog- 


C2 mut ho ſis 


1970, 
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muthoſis confined t0 2 fall part of Delta, called 


 Abaris. 


The Philiflines, 400 were become very power- 


ſul by their paſtoral way of living, conquer d the 


Iſraelites, and made themſelves Maſters of the 
Ark. Samuel then governed Iſrael. 

Hamo, Son of Pelaſgus reigns in Theſſaly. 

| Lycaon, another Son of Pelaſgus, builds Lycoſura: 
| Pherontus'Son of Jnachus built the City which 


.bote his own Name, and was afterwards called 


Argos. Agialeus, another Son of Inachus, built 
FEpialea called afterwards Sicyon. Theſe are the 
moſtantient Cities of Peloponeſys. Till then, Peo- 
ple lived in Houſes ſcatter d up and down the 
Country. Much about the ſame Time Cecrops 
built the City called Cecropia in Attica, which was 
afterwatds called Athen.. Eleuſis, Son of Ogyges, 
built Eleuſina, &c. From theſe Cities came the 
Kingdoms of Arcadia, Argos, Sicyon, Athens, 
Eleuſfs, &c. 

Amoſis, or Teth 227 , who ſucceeded Niſ- 
phragmut hoſis, drove the Shepherds out of Abaris; 
upon which they fled into Paleſtine. This new 
Reinforcement made the Philiſtins fo powerful, 


mat they brought into che Field, againſt Saul, 
30000 


On 
30000 Chariots, 6000 Horſe, and an Infantry as 
numerous as the Sand of the Sea, according to 
the Expreſſion of Scripture, I Sam. 13. 3. 
Saul is made King of Ifraet, and gains a con- 
ſiderable Victory over the Phili ſtines, * the wah 
lour of his Son Fonathan. 

Eurotas, Son of Telex, and Lacedemon, to hem 
he had married his Daughter Sparta, reigned in 
Zaconia, and built Sparta. About this Time 
Deucalion flouriſhed. 

David is made King. 1059. 

He conquers the Edomites; their Sailors leave 1048, 6 
the Coaſts of the Red Sea, betake themſelves to 
thoſe of the Mediterranean, and ſeize on Sidon. 

The original Inhabitants of that Place being dri- | 
ven out, build Tyre, and make Abibalus their King. 
He was the firſt King of Tyre. 

LErifius marries Euridice, Daughter of onal 1044. 
mon and Sparta. 

The Phenician Sailors, who had lived neat 
the Red Sea, having been uſed to coaſt it for 
Merchandizing, attempt the ſame on the Medi- OO 
terranean. Going to * in Greece, they carry 

off Jo, the Daughter of Inachus, and ſome other 


Grecian Women, wo came on board their Ships . 
to 


— * — 
* 
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to ſee their Goods. The Grecian Seas began 


then to be inteſted with Pirates. 
Endymion builds Elis. The Syrians of Damaſ. 


cus and Sobath are ſubdued by David. 


. Nidtimnus, Son of Lycaon, reigns in Arcadia. 
Agreat number of Phenicians and Hrians driven 
out by Dawid go into the leſſer Aſia, Crete, H- 
lia, Greece, &c. under the Conduct of Cadmus, 
Cilix, Phenix, Membliareus, Thaſus, and other 


Leaders; and introduce into thoſe Countries 


Writing, Muſick, Poetry, Aſtronomy, the Art of 


a working Metals; in ſhort, all the Phænician Lear- 


ning. | 
Fohdore, the youngeſt Son of Cadmus, follows 
his Father in this Expedition. 

Cranaus reign'd at that Time in Attica: The 
Greeks place Deucalions Flood toward the begin- 
ning of his Reign, and in that of Nictimnus. This 
Flood was followed by four Ages or Generations 
of Phænicians. Chiron the Son of Saturn and 
Phylira, was born in the firſt of them ; and, ac- 
cording to Heſiod, the laſt ends with the Trojan 
War: So that that Author places the Trojan Wat 
4 Generations, or about 13 3 Years after Cad- 


muss coming into Greece, reckoning with the 
Antients, 


: (15) 
Antients, three Generations equal to 100 
Years. LA 

The Phenicians carried with them a Set of Men 
skilful in the Religion, Arts and Sciences of their 
Country, who fix'd in ſeveral Places under the 
Appellations of Dactyles, Ideans, Corybantes, and 
Telchines. 


Hellenus, Son of Deucalion, Gourilhes He was 1039. 
Father of Æolus, Xanthus, and Dorus. ; 
Erectheus reigns in Attica. 


Ceres, travelling in Queſt of her Daughter, who 1036. 


had been ſtolen from her, landed in Attica, and 
taught the Grecians how to manage their Corn; 
who, to expreſs theirGratitude for the Fav out, place 
her among the Gods after her Death. Tyiptolimus 
youngeſt Fon of Celeus King of Eleuſis, was the 
firſt whom ſhe taught Agriculture 

The Idean Dactyles diſcovered Iron Mines in 
Mount Ida in Crete, of which they made Arms. 
This was the firſt Riſe of Trading for Iron in Eu- 
rope. Theſe Dadiyles dancing with their Arms, and 
| ſtriking their Bucklers with their Swords, gave 
birth ro Muſick and Poetry. They began this Cu- 
| ſtom when they were employed i in watching Ju. 
piter of Crete, in a Cavern of Mount Ida, and 
danced round him with their Arms. Am- 


=_ 


| (160) 
1534 Ammon reigns in Egypt, conquers Hbia, po- 


and improve the Fruits of the Earth, and per- 
ſuading them to quit their rambling way of living, 
and follow a more commodious manner. Lybia 
was called Ammonia from him. He was the firſt 
that built large Veſſels with Sails, and ventured 
to loſe fi ight of the Land. He had Ships on 
the Red Sea. . In his Time the Egyptians be- 

- gan to obſerve the Coutſe of the Stars, and took 
their Directions for failing from the riſing and ſet- 
ting of certain Stars, which gave birth to Aſtrono- 
my. The Luni- ſolar Year, which was then in uſe, 
was of an unequal length, and conſequently not 
ſit for Aſtronomy. It was for this Reaſon, that in 
his Reign, and in the Reigns of his Son and Grand- 
ſon, much Care was employed in obſerving the 
Heliack Setting of the Stars; by which it appear. 
ed that the Solar Year exceeded che Soli lunar Tear 
of 360 Days by five. 

1028. Genotrus, the youngeſt Son of Lycaon, and the 
ſame who is called by the Latins anus, had the 
Command of the firſt Colony which went out of 
Greece into Italy, whoſe Inhabitants he inſtructed 
in the Art of building Houſes. NT 

1 
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Perſeus born. 
Triptolemus teaches Arcas, Son of Calliſto, and 1023. 
Grandſon of Lycaon, and Eumolpus, the firſt King 
of Achaia, the Art of raiſing and improving 


Corn. 


Apis, Epaphus, or Epopæus, the Son of Phro- 1020. 


neus. | 

Nicteus, King of Beotia, is killd. His Brother 
Lycus ſucceeds in his Kingdom, 

Octalus, Son of Endymion, going into the Coun- 
try of the Curetes of Achaia, gives it the Name 
of Oetolia, and Pronoe from the Daughter of Phor- 
bas. He had two Sons, Pleuro and Calydo, who 
built two Cities in this Country, which were cal- 
led after their Names. Antiope, the Daughter of 
Nicteus, is ſent back to Lycus by Lacedemon the 
Succeſſor of Apis. On her way ſhe was delivered 
of Amphion and Zethus. | 

Solomon reigns : he marries Ammon's Daugh- 1019. 
ter, and by that Alliance gets Horſes for his own 
uſe, and to ſell to the Kings of Syria. Horſes come 
originally from Zybia, which was then ſubject to 
Egypt. There too began the Worſhip of Nep- 
tune, who is call'd a Breaker of Horſes. 


youre 2 


1017. 
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Tantalus, King of Phrygia, carties off Gany- 
mede, the Son of Tros, King of Troas. 

Solomon, with the Aſſiſtance of the Hyians, 
whoſe Sailors were welt acquainted with the are 
Sea, builds a Fleet on it. 

 Creuſa, the Daughter of Erettheus, marties 


e, the Son of Hellenus. This Erectheus 


was the firſt that celebrated the Panathenza ; and 


the firſt that taught the un, to harneſs Horſes in 


a Chariot. 
The Birth of Asgina, Daughrer of Aſopus, and 


5 Mother of AÆacus. 


Tots. 


1014. 


The Foundation of Solomon's Temple. 5 
Minos reigns in Crete, after the Expulſi ion of 
his Father, who retites into Italy, and is the Sa- 


turn of the Latins. 


Ammon takes Gazer from the Phil fines and 
gives it as a Portion with his Daughter, Solomon's 


Wite. 
Ammon places Cepheus at 7oppa. 
Ceres dying, Eumolpus inſtitutes her Myſteries at 


Eleuſis. Near the ſame Time, Sacrifices were eſta- 
bliſhed in honour of Rhea, in a City of Phrygia, 
named Cybele. Hyagnis, a Phryg1an, invents the 
Flute. About this Time too they began to build 
Temples in Greece. The 


(19) 

The Grectans erected the Council of eAmphic- 
tyons, after the Example of the five Kings of the 
Philiſtins, who met to deliberate on their com- 
mon Affairs. It was held at firſt at Thermopyle, 
where Amphictyon had form d it; but afterwards at 
the Inſtance of Acriſius it met at Delphgs too. 
Amongſt the Cities which ſent Deputies to Ther- 
mopylæ, we have no mention of Athens; which 
will encourage a Doubt, whether eAmphidyon, the 
Son of Deucalion, and Brother to Hellenus, reign- 
ed there or not. He and Cranaus might govern 
different parts of Attica. We meet with another 
Amphictyon, but of a later Date; becauſe he en- 
tertained the great Bacchus. The Council of the 
eAmphictyons paid a particular Worſhip to Ceres; 
which is a Proof that it was not formed till after 
her Death. 

Cecrops reigns in Attica. 

Caucon eſtabliſhes the Worſhip of Ceres at ma 
ſene. 


Shiſhak conquers Arabia felix, in the Reign of 


his Father Ammon. 


Pandion, Brother to Cecrops, reigns in . Fin ty 


Pelops, the Son of Tantalus, goes into Pelopo- 
. neſus, and becomes very rich and powerful. | 
22 Car, 


1010. 


1008, 


L006. 


1005. 


1002, 
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Car, the Son of Pheroneus, builds a Temple to 
Ceres. 

Hellenus, the Son of e reigns in 
Phthiotis. 

Shiſhak, during his Father's Reign, conquers 
Africa and Spain, and erects Pillars at the Mouth 
of the Streights, as he had done in other Places 
where he was Victorious ; and then. goes into 
Gaul. 

Minos fits out a Fleet, clears = Grecian Seas 
of Pirates, and ſends Colonies into ſeyeral of the 
Grecian Iſlands, which till then had been uninha- 
bited. 

A War betwixt Pandion _ 4 Grand- 
ſon to Cadmus. 

Andromeda is carried off from 7oppa by Per- 
ſeus. 
Shi Pak reigns in Egypt, and calls Thebes Noam- 
mon, or Ammona, after his Father. The Crecians 
call it Dioſpolis, or the City of Jupiter. 

Shiſhak builds ſeveral Temples, and dedicates 
them to his Father Ammon, at Thebes, in Ethiopia, 
in Ammonia, or the Deſart of Arica; which 
prov'd the Occaſion of his Father's being worſhip'd 
all over that Country, and probably in Arabia 


SP felix 


(21) 

Felix too. This is the Origin of the - Worſhip 
of 7upiter Ammon; and the firſt mention of an 
Oracle in profane Hiſtory. 

Amphion and Zethus dethron'd - Layws, Son of 10. 
Cadmus, poſſeſs d themſelyes of the Government 
of Thebes, and built a Wall round it. 

LEgens reigns in Attica. 994. 

Siſyphus, the Son of lus, and Grandſon ofsss. 
Hellenus, reigns in Corinth; which City he built, 
according to ſeveral Authors. 

Dadalus, and his Nephew Talus, invent the 999. 
Saw, the Wimble, and other ſoiners and Carpenter's 
Tools ; this was the beginning of thoſe Arts in 
Europe. It was he too that taught the Arr of ma- 
king Statues with the Feet ſeparate, as if they were 
walking. 

Minos makes War with the Athenians, upon 28 
the Account of his Son Androgeus, who was mur. 
ther d by that People. | 


At this Time Macus flouriſhed. 

Dadalus kills his Nephew Talus, and flies to , 
Minos for ſecurity. 

A Prieſteſs of Fupiter Ammon being carried by 
the Phænician Merchants into Greece, eſtabliſhes 


the Oracle of fupiter at Dodona. This was the 
1 Riſe 


981. 


980. 


979. 


974. 


974. 


971. 


(622) 


| Riſe of Oracles among the Crecians. The Anſwers 


of this Oracle propagate the Worſhip of Am- 
mon. 

The Birth of eAlcmene the Daughter of Electrio, 
Son of Perſeus and Euridice, Daughter of Pe- 
lops. 

Layus recovers the Kingdom of Thebes. 

Athamas, Father of Phrixus and Hella, and Bro- 
ther ro Siſyphus, marries Ino the Daughter of 


Cadmus. 


Jeroboam reigns over the ten Tribes, and founds 


the Kingdom of Samaria. 


Thoas is ſent from Crete to Lemnos, and reigns 


in the City of Epheſtia, where he teaches them to 


work in Iron and Copper. 
Shiſhak plunders the Temple, invades Syria, 
Perſia and India, and erects Pillars wherever he 


_.CONquETs. 


Jerobloam becoming ſubject to Shiſhak, intro- 


| duces the Worſhip of the Egyptian Gods into the 
Kingdom of Jjrael. 


After the Conqueſt of the 1 Shiſhak returns 


into Egypt, where he triumphs two Years after 
his leaving that Country. Hence came thoſe 
Feaſts celebrated in Honour of Bacchus, once in 


three 


A (23) 
three Years, which are called by the Antients | 
Trieterica. | 

Theſeus at his Return reigns in Crete, and kills 96s. 
the Minotaur. And ſoon after unites the twelve 
Towns of Attica into one Goyernment. | 

Shifhak paſſes Mount Caucaſus with his victo- 
rious Army, and leaves his Nephew Prometheus 
there with ſome Troops. He leaves Aetes at 
Cole hos. 

Shiſhak paſſes the FHelleſpont, ſubdues Thyace, 967. 
kills Heurgus, the King of that Country, and gives 
his Dominions to Oeagrius, whom he married to 
one of his Muſick Women. Orpheus was the Pro- 
duce of this Marriage. S$hiſhak had in his Army 
ſome Ethiopians, commanded by Pan, and ſome 
Lybian Women under the Conduct of Mina, 
or Minerva. 

Thoas being made King of Cyprus by Shiſhak, 66. 
goes to that Ifland with his Wite Callicopis, leay- 
ing his Daughter Hipſipile at Lemos. 

Shiſpal being ſurprized by the Grecians and 965: 
Scythians, in one Battle loſes a great Number of 
his martial Women, with their Queen or Leader 
Myrina: after this Misfortune he comes to an 
Agreement for putting an end to the War ; and 

| is 


C 


964. 


(24 
is received in Attica by Amphictyon with — 
Solemnity. From thence he paſſed through the 


leſſer Aſia, and Syria, and return d into Egypt 
He carried home with him an infinite number of 
Priſoners, among whom was Titho, the Son of 
Laomedon, King of Troy, and Brother to Priam. 


He left his Amazons on the Banks of the River 
Thermodon, where they ſettled, and were govern- 


ed by Mart heſia, and Lampeto, Ann to 


Minerva. 


He left at Colchis Maps of his Voyages hs 
Conqueſts. Hence came Geography. His Fe- 


male Muſicians became famous in Thrace, by the 


Name of Muſes : and the Daughter of Pierius, a 


Thracian, learning their Art, and ee their 


Muſick, took the ſame Name. 
Minos is kill'd by Cocalus, King of Sicily, upon 
whom he had made War. This Prince was very 


conſiderable and famous for his large Fleets, for 
the Laws which he had eſtabliſhed in Crete, and 


his Juſtice. His Tomb, when viſited by Py- 


htagoras, had this Inſcription TOY alor, the Sepul- 
chre of Jupiter. 


Danaus, with his Daughters comes into Greece. 
He fled thither for his own Security from the 


lower 


(25) 
lower Egypt, upon the return of his Brother Shi. 
ſhak, called by the Grecians Aptus whoſe 
| Reſentment he fear'd. 

"Shiſhak, by the Advice of Thoth, his Secretary, 
divides Egypt into 36 Nomes, or Governments, 
in each of which he builds a Temple, and in 
them eſtabliſhes the Worſhip of fo many different 
Deities, with Feaſts and Sacrifices peculiar to each 
Province. Theſe Temples were the Burial-Places 
of ſo many great Men, who were interr'd there, 
and received Divine Honours after their Deceaſe. 
Hence came the different Religions ot Egypt, 
where every Government had its diſtinct God. 

Shiſhak and his Queen were the only Per- 
ſons univerſally worſhipp'd in Egypt, where they 
were honour d under the Names of Oſiris and 
Iſis. 

Hi ſbal too divided Egypt into equal Parts, 
which he gave to his Soldiers ; and hence came 
Geometry. 

The Birth of Hercules and Euri ſtheus. 

The Worſhip of the twelve greater Gods is 
brought by Amphiction out of E Opt into Greece. 
They are called by the Latins Dis majorum gentium, 
to whom the Earth, the Elements and Planets were 
dedicated. E Phriæus, 


963. 


962. 


960. 


OO 


958. 


956. 


(26) 

Phrixus and Hella leave Greece to avoid the 

Perſecution of Ino, the Daughter of Cadmus, their 

Mother-in-law. Hella is drown'd in paſſing the 
Streight, which was after her calld Hellęſpont: 


But Phrixus reach'd Colchos. 
A War betwixt the Lapithæ, and a People of 


Theſſaly call'd Centaurs. 
Oedipus kills his Father Layus. 
Sthenelus, Son of Perſeus, reigns in Mhcenæ. 
Shiſhak.is killed by his Brother Fapet, who af- 
ter his Death was deified in Africa, and worſhip- 
ped by the Name of Neptune. The Egyptians 


call him Tiphon. 
Orus reigns after his Father's Death; cuts the 


Lybians in pieces, who had made an Attempt on 
Egypt, under the Command of Jn his Son 


Anteus and Atlas. 
Shiſhak cut ſeveral Channels from the Nile 


and ſo made that River uſeful to all the Cities; - 
for which Reaſon the People called it Sihor, or 
Siris, after his Name. The Crecians hearing the 
Songs that were made upon the Death of that 
Prince; in which the Words Oſiris and Buſiris 
were contained, thought that his Name, and ſo 


called him Oſiris and Buſiris. 


The 


\ : 


(27) 


The Arabians called him Bacchus, upon the 


account of his great Actions; that Word ſignifying 
Great in their Language. All Authors agree in 
owning Bacchus and Oſiris two Names for the 
ſame God. 

The Phr)gians called him Mafors, or Mawvors 
the valiant, and for ſhortneſs Mars. That Prir ce 
having erected Pillars wherever he conquer'd, and 
his Troops being arm'd with Clubs in the War 
which he made with the Lybtans in his Father's 
Reign ; he was repreſented ſtanding betwixt two 
Pillars with a Club in his Hand. So that he is 
che ſame with that Hercules, who, according to 
Cicero's Account, was. born on the Banks of the 
Nile ; and was killed by Typhon, according to 
Eudoxus. Diodorus tells us, that the true Hercu- 
les was an Egyptian; it was he that run over a con- 
ſiderable part of the World, and rais'd Pillars from 
the Streights of Gades to the moſt remote parts 
of Africa. Shiſhak ſeems to be the Belus of Dio- 
dore, who carried an Egyptian Colony to Babylon, 
and there founded the College of Chaldean 
Prieſts; who were excuſed all Tribute, and em- 
ploy d in obſerving the Motions of the Stars, as 


the Prieſts of the lower Egypt were. 
1 „ 


947. 


946. 


944. 


to pieces the great Kingdom of Shiſbal. Ur 


(28) 


The Kingdoms of Juda and Iſrael had been 
expoſed to great Diſturbances from the Egyptians, 
till the Death of that Prince. But about this 
Time eAſa, King of 7uda, enjoyd Peace ten 


Years. 


The Ethiopians invade Egypt, and drown Orus 


in the Nile. His Siſter Bubaſtis, was ſo heartily 
affected with his Death, that ſhe threw herſelf 


from the top of the Palace, and died. 

Iſis, or eAftrea, their Mother, went mad with 
Grief at theſe Calamities; and thus ended the 
Reign of the Gods in Egypt. 

Zarah, King of Ethiopia, is defeated by Aſa 
King of fuda. Menes, or Amenophis, Zarah's 
youngeſt Son, reigns in Egypt. The Inhabitants 
of the lower Egypt revolt; make Oſar Syph their 
King, and call in two hundred thonſand Jetos, Or 
Phenictans to their Aſſiſtance, againſt the Ethio- 
pians. 

The Ethiopians leave the lower Egypt, and un- 
der the Conduct of Menes fortify Memphis againſt 


Ofar Syph. Theſe Civil Wars, and the Expedi- 


tion of the Argonauts, were what ruin'd and tore 


"ls 


. 0 
Euriſtheus, Son of Sthenelus, reigns at Mhcens. 


Evander, and his Mother Carmenta, bring the 9,3. 


Uſe of Writing, and the Sciences, from Greece 
into Italy. 


ere places the Son of Semele amongſt the 942. 


Gods, and regulates his Worſhip. 


The Council of the Amphictiont i. e the States, 940. 
General of Greece, hearing of the Civil Wats 
which en'd the Egyptians, come to a Reſo- 


lution of ſending an Embaſſy to the People on 
the Coaſts of the Euxine and Mediterrantan Seas, 
who had been FOR Shifhak, to engage 


thoſe People to join with them, in taking proper 
meaſures for the recovery of their common Liber- 


ty. With this View they give Orders for huild- 


ing the Ship call'd Argo. It was built aftet the 939. 


Model of the long Ships which brought Dir 
naus to Greece ; and this was WE fit uw M ” 
built by the Grecians, 

Chiron, who was born in the Golden 105 Us 
ſtinguiſh'd the Conſtellations, to make Sailing 
and the Obſetvation 6f the Stars eaſy to the Ar- 
gonauts. He fixed the Solftices, and Equinoxes 
in the 15th Degree of theſe Conſtellations; i. e che 


former toward the Middle of Cancer and Capri 
| Cn. 


. » , — — — 


(30) 
corn, and the latter toward the middle of Aries 
and Scorpio. Theſe Signs were ſo many Conſtel- 


lations compoſed of a Number of Stars. 


In the 316th Year of Nabonaſſar, Meto obſerv'd, 


that the Summer | Solſtice had gone 7 Degrees 


| backward, ſince it was ſettled by Chiron. It goes 


- 938, 


937. 


back then 1 Degree in 72 Tears, and 7 De- 


grees in about 504 Years ; ſo that reckoning ſo 
many Years before the 31 6th of Nabonaſſar, or 


the 433d before 7. C. the Expedition of the 
eArgonauts will be in the 936th Year before 


Chriſt. 
. Gineris, the Son of Thoas, is kill'd, and pla. 


ced among the Gods, by the Name of eAdonis. 


. Theſeus at the Age of 50, carries off Helen, who 


vas then but 7 Years old. Pirithous attempting to 


carry off Perſephone, the Daughter of Orcus, King 
of the Aoloſſt, is devour᷑ d by that Prince's Dog. 
Theſeus, who accompanied him in the Enterprize, 


is ſtop d and made Priſoner. Helen is reſcued by 
her Brothers. 


The Expedition of the 9 Prometheus 


being deliverd by Hercules, leaves Mount Cau- 
caſus. 123 


1 


(385) | 

Laomedon, K. of Troy, being kill'd by Hercules, 
Priam his Son ſucceeds him. Talus, the Son of Mi- 
nos, is flain by the Argonauts in the Ifle of Crete. 
The Poets give this Talus a Body of Braſs; be- 
cauſe he liv'd in what they call the Brazen Age. 

LEſculapius and Hercules were among the Ar- 
gonauts. Hippocrates was the 18th from Hercules 
by the Woman's ſide, at the time of the Pelopo- 
neſian War. 

Theſe Generations were diſtinguiltid i in Hiſto- 
ry by the Heads of the Families, and conſequent- 
ly for the moſt part by the Eldeſt Sons. So that 
we cannot allow them above 28 or 30 Years each 
from Hercules to the Pelopone ſian War. There. 
fore at that time there had been no more than 18 
Generations by the Women, and 17 by the Men; 
and conſequently the earlieſt that Hercules, and 
the Expedition of the Argonauts can be placed, 
is 507 Years before the Peloponeſian War, to- 
ward the 937th Year before J. C. | 

Theſeus recovers his Liberty by the Aſliſtance 336. 
of Hercules. 

— wild Boar of Calidon is EG _ kit 2 
db) Meleager. 
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930, 


(320 
Amenophis puts himſelf at the Head of an Ar- 
my, raiſed from Æthiopia and Thehazs, » ſeizes on 


the lower Egypt, and drives out Qſar Hpb, and 


the Jews that. inhabired theſe Parts. This is the 


928. 


927. 


of Cyprus, and of the Goddeſs of 


ſecond Expulſion of the Shepherds. 53153 


Callicopis dies in Cyprus, and is 3 amongſt 


the Gods by Thoas; who built Temples in her 


Honour at Paphos, at Amathus in Om and at 


Biblos in Syria. 


He orders Sacrifices, and a regular Form of 


Worſhip to her Honour, and appoints Prieſts for 
the Celebration of her Feaſts. This was the be- 


ginning of the Worſhip of Venus, or the Goddeſs 


Syria among 
the Antients. She had different Names; taken 
from the Places where her principal Temples were 
built; ſuch as Paphia, Amathufta, Byblia, Cy- 
theraa,' Sms, Cnidia, Ericina; Idalia, &c. 
Her three Waiting- Women were by the Grect- 
ans called Graces. 

Seven Powers unite in a War againſt Thebes. 

The Apotheoſis of Hercules and Eſculapius. 

Euriſtheus drives the Heraclides out of Pelopo- 
neſus, is kill'd by Hillus the Son of Heraules, and 


is 


(33) 
is ſucceeded in the Kingdom of Mycene. by 


Atreus the Son of Pelops. 

Meneſtheus, Grandſon to Erict heus reigns at 
Athens. 

Theſeus being forced from Athens, flies to the 925. 
Iſland Scyros, where he is thrown from the top of 
a Rock, and (ſo kill'd. 

Hillus is kill'd by Echemus, as he was upon 3:4 
returning to Peloponeſus. 

The Death of eAtreus, and Reign of Aga- 
memnon. 

In the Abſence of Menelaus, * was then gone 915. 
to divide his Fathers Dominions, Paris carries off 
Helen. 

The Second Trojan War; that of Hercules is 318. 
the firſt. 

Thoas, King of Cyprus, and part of 8 912. 
dies. As he had furniſh'd the Kings of Eeypt 
with Arms, they to expreſs their Gratitude, rank'd 
him among the Gods, and dedicated a ſtately 
Temple to him at Memphis, under the Name of 
Tubal-· Canaan, or Vulcan. This Temple was be- 
gun by Menes, the firſt King of Egypt, after the 
Race of the Gods, that is, p Oſiris, Iſis, Orus, | 
and * and was en Menaph, or Ame- b 
ans nophis. 


«] 


930. 


928. 


927. 


(320 
Amenophis puts himſelf at the Head of an Ar- 
my, raiſed from Æthiopia and Thebais, | ſeizes. on 


the lower, Egypt, and driyes. Out Qſar Hyb, and. 


the Fetus that inhabited theſe Parts. This is the 


ſecond Expulſion of the Shepherds. l 


 Callicopis dies in Cyprus, and is placed amongſt 


the Gods by Thoas; who built Temples in her 


Honour at Paphos, at Amathus in Cm” and at 
Biblos in Syria. 

He orders Sacrifices, and a regular Form of 
Worſhip to her Honour, and appoints Prieſts for 
the Celebration of her Feaſts. This was the be- 
ginning of the Worſhip of Venus, or the Goddeſs 
of Cyprus, and of the Goddeſs of Syria among 


the Antients. She had different Names, taken 


from the Places where her principal Temples were 
built; ſuch as Paphia, Amathuſia, Byblia, Cy- 
theraa,' Salaminea, Cnidia,” Ericina; Idalia, &c. 
Her three Waiting - Women were by wn Grect- 
ans called Graces. 

Seven Powers unite in a War againſt T * 

The Apotheoſis of Hercules and Eſculapius. 

Euri ſtheus drives the Heraclides out of Pelopo- 
neſus, is kill d by Hillus the Son of Hercules, and 


1s 


(33 ) 
is ſucceeded in the Kingdom of Mycene. by 


Atreus the Son of Pelops. 

Meneſtheus, Grandſon to Erictheus reigns at 
eAthens. 

Theſeus being forced from Athens, flies to the 925. 
Iſland Syros, where he is thrown from the top of 
a Rock, and ſo kill'd. 

Hillus is kill'd by Echemus, as he was upon 3: 
returning to Peloponeſus. 

The Death of eAtreus, and N of Aga- 
memnon. 


In the Abſence of Ads * was then gone 919.4 


to divide his Fathers Dominions, Paris carries off 


Helen. 
The Second Trojan War ; ; that of Hercules is 518. 


the firſt. 

Thoas, King of Cyprus, and part of Phenicia, 912. 
Gies. As he had furniſh'd the Kings of Egypt 
with Arms, they to expreſs their Gratitude, rank'd 
him among the Gods, and dedicated a ſtately 
Temple to him at Memphis, under the Name of 
Tubal-· Canaan, or Vulcan. This Temple was be- 
gun by Menes, the firſt King of Egypt, after the 
Race of the Gods, that is, - Oſiris, Iſis, Orus, 


and RI; and was 2 Menoph, or Ame- 
nophis. 


- 
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nophis. The City of Memphis was founded by 
AMenes, who built it, when he fortified himſelf a. 
gainſt Oſar Syph ; and is therefore to this Day 
called Menouf by the Arabians. From whence it 
appears too that Menes, who built the City and 
Temple of Memphis, is the ſame with Menoph, 
or Amenophis. The Prieſts of Egypt made the 

Temple older than Amenophis ſome 100, ſome 

150, and others 1000 Years; but it cannot be ſup- 
| poſed that above 2 or 300 Tears were fpent in 
is building it; and it was finiſhed by Pſammiticus, 
who died 616 Tears before . C. 

When Menes built Memphis, he made a Brid ge 
over the Nile, a Work too conſiderable to be 
more ancient than the Egyptian Monarchy. 

909. Amenophis, called Memnon by the Grectans, 
| built the Palace of Memnonium at Suſa in Perſia, 
[ whither he had made his Way, and left Egypt 
J under the Government of Proteus, whom he made 


Viceroy. 
| 904 Troy taken. Amenophis ſtays quietly at Suſa, 
. tho the Crecians pretend that he aſſiſted the Tro. 
jans againſt them. 
903, Demophoon, the Son of Theſeus, and Phedra, 


8 Daughter to FI” reigns at Athens. 


Ameno- 


(35) 


Amenophis builds the little Pyramids of Coe- Sor. 


home; and Teucer builds Salamis in Cyprus. Ha- 
dad, or Benhadad King of Syria dies, a Temple 
is built to him at Damaſcus, where his Worſhip is 
regulated, and Feaſts eſtabliſhed in Honour of 
him. | 

eAmenophis dies, and is ſucceeded by his Son 
Rameſſes, or Rampſinithus; he builds the Galle- 
ries and Porticoes on the Veſt ſide of the Templ 


of Vulcan. 5 
The Egyptians dedicate to Oſiris, Iſis, Orus, 
Typhon, and Nephte his Wife and Siſter, the five 


additional Days, which were join'd to the twelve 


Months of the antient Luniſolar Year of 360 


Days. They were added in the Reign of eAm- 
mon the Father of thoſe Princes; but the Year of 
365 Days was not univerſally receiv'd in Egypt 
till the Reign of Amenophis. It was he that or- 
dered a great Circle, divided into 365 equal 
Parts, each of which had one Day of the Year, 
with the Riſing and Setting of the Stars for that 
Day, to be placed in his Temple, or Sepulchre, 
at Abydos in Thebais. | 

From which, I conclude, that it was Amenophis 
chat eſtabliſhed the Year of 365 Days for Civil 


F 2 Uſes, 


884. 


6 
Uſes, and fix d the Beginning of it to one of the 
Cardinal Points of the Solſtices, or Equinoxes; 
without which Regulation he could not have given 


the Heliack Riſing and —_ of the Stars for 


every Day of the Tear. 

The Egyptian Prieſts having conſtantly obſer- 
ved the Heliack Riſing and Setting of the Stars 
all the time of the Reign of Amenophis, and ha- 
ving fix'd the Solſtices and Equinoxes by the Me- 


ridian Heights of the Sun, according to its mid- 


dle Motions, (for the World was not then ac- 
quainted with Equations) begun their Year at the 
Vernal Equinox, in Memory of which this Mo- 
nument was erected at the Tomb of Amenophis. 

Babylon coming acquainted with the Year of 


365 Days, the Chaldeans conform'd to the Prac- 
tice of Egypt, and began it as they did. The 
beginning of Nabonaſſar's firſt Year falls on the 


26th of Feb. i. e. 33 Days and 5 Hours before 
the Vernal Equinox, according to the middle 
Motion of the Sun. 

The beginning of the Egyptian Year goes back 
33 Days 400 5 Hours in 137 Yeats, it being ſhor- 


ter by about 6 Hours than the true Year ; and 
CON- 
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conſequently the beginning of the Egyptian Year 
fell on the very Day of the Equinox; 137 Years 
before Nabonaſſar, i. e. 887 Years before 7. C. 


and 3 or 4 Tears afterwards it began a Day before 


the Equinox; and tis thus we have fix d the Time 
of that King's Death. 


The Greeks make him the Son of Tithon and 


if he be really ſo, he muſt have been born after 
Shiſhak's Return into Egypt, who carried Tithon 
thicher with other Captives, and might be 70 or 
8 Years old when he died. [4 3 

Ulyſſes leaves Calypſo in the Iſle of Ogygia. 
Homer makes her the Daughter of Atlas. The 
Antients ſuppoſe that Iſland, which they call At- 
lantis, and make as large as Europe, Aſia, and 
Africa, to have been ſwallowed up by the Sea. 

Dido builds Carthage; the Phænicians begin to 

ſail to the Streights and farther. 

Eneas was then alive, according to Virgil. 


Heſiod flouriſhes. We have it from himſelf, that 


he lived in the Age that followd the Wars of 
Thebes and Troy, and that that Age was near an 
End, the Men of that Time having grey Hairs, 
and bending toward their Graves; which Ac- 
count makes the Age longer than a common Ge- 

nera- 


384, | 


383, 


870. 


860. 


845. 
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neration. Herodotus tells us, that Heſiod and 
Homer lived about 400 Tears before him. 

Maris is King of Egypt, he adorns and beauti- 
fies Memphis, and makes it the Seat of his King- 
dom, which till then had been at Thebes. He 
built the famous Labyrinth, and added ro Yul- 
can's Temple the Galleries on the North fide. 
He made the great Lake that bears his Name; 
in the middle of which he ere cted two Pyramids 


of Brick. The Silence of Heſiod and Homer, in 
regard of theſe Particulars, is a Proof that they 


were nor known in their Time ; and it is proba- 
ble they were not made till after their Death. 
This Maris wrote a Book of Geometry. 

Haz,ael, who ſucceeded Hadad, dies, and 1s 
deified by the Syrians of Damaſcus. Thele 
Kings and their Wives were worſhipped at the 
Place where they were bury'd, even in 7oſephus's 
Time; and the Syrians, who boaſted of their 
Antiquity, were not ſenſible how Modern they 
were, according to the Remark of that Hiſtorian. 

The Zolian Colonies go into Aſia. Bæotin, 
till chen called Cadmeia, or the Country of cal. 
mus, is inhabited by the Bæotians. 


Che- 
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| Cheops reigns in Egypt. He builds the gteat- 
et Pyramid tor his own Sepulchre. He forbids the 
Worſhip of the Antient Kings, and exacts theſame 
Honour for himſelf. 

The Feraclides return to Peloponeſus, after 
three Generations, or 100 Years. From their Re- 
turn to the firſt Year of the Meſſenian War, Sparta 
had had 10 Kings of one Branch of the Heracli- 
des, and 9 of the other. Ten Kings had reign'd 
in Meſſene, and 9 in Arcadia. Now, allowing 
each of theſe Generations, or rather Reigns, 18 
or 20 Tears, one with another, the whole will be 
about 200 Years; to which add the 7 Reigns of 
each Family of the Spartan Kings, till the Battle 
of Thermopyle, which will come but to 40 Years, 
and thus the Return of the Heraclides will fall in 
the 820th Year before 7. C. 

Cephrenus reigns in Egypt, and builds the ſe- 
cond of the large Pyramids. 

Mycermus Reigns in Egypt, and begins the 
great Pyramid. His Daughter dies; he orders her 
Body to be encloſed in the Statue of a Cow, and 
Divine Honours to be paid to her. The War be 


twixt the Athenians and the Lacedemonians,in which 


Codrus, King of Athens, is kill d. 


Ni- 


834. 


825. 


824. 


03. 


794 


790, 
788, 


776. 


772. 


760. 


747. 
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Nitocris, Si ter to Mycerinus, ſucceeds Him, and 
finiſhes the third great Pyramid. N Fi, 


The Jonian Colony goes under the Command 
of the Children of Codru 


- Phu founds the . Empire. 

Aſychis reigns at Memphis, builds the Eaſt 
Portico of Yulcan's Temple, and raiſes a large 
Pyramid of Bricks, made with the Mud taken 
out of Meris, when it was clean d. E- 


. gypt is divided into ſeveral Kingdoms. One- 


phactus, and Bocchoris reign ſucceſſively in the 
lower Egypt. Sthephinactes, Nec hepſis, and Ne- 
chos, at Fals; Seſonchis and T ucellerhis ar Buba- 
—_— 
Iphitus appoints the Olympick Games; and 
hence begins the Computation by Olympiads. 
Cnephactus reigns at Memphis. 
Nikepſis and Petoſiris, \ invent Judiciary Aſtrolo- 
gy in Fgypr. 
Semiramis reigtis in —_— Sanchoniathon 
utites MM 299 41-4 
The Æta of Wehe 12 | 
| Sabaton the Ethiopian invades FIOy which 
was now divided into ſeveral Kingdoms; kills 
N burns Bocchoris and puts Anyſis to flight. 
Tig- 


(4) 

. Tiglath, Pileſer, King _ ria, an _ 749. 
cus, and conquers the Syrians. bY 

, or Sua ſucceeds Sabacon in Bonn. 724 

Salmangſar, King of Aſſyria, carries the ten 521. 
Tribes into Captivity. 

Sennacharib reigns in Ahria, and is put to 719. 
flight by the Athiopians and Egyptians. 

The Medes revolt from the AHrians. Senna- 
cherib is kill'd, and is ſucceeded by Aſſarhadden : 
this is the ſame with Sardanapalus, or Aſjur-Adon- 
Bal the Son of _Ana-Kindarax, or Sennacharib, 
who built Tarſus, and Anchiala in Syria. | | 

Lycurgus brings Homer's, Verſes from eA4/7 bg vie 
into Greece. 

- \Tirbaca, or Tame: is dale King: 1 Egypt; 


and makes War with Spain. 
ycurgus is made Tutor to his Nephew Charil- 
bas or Charilaus, King of Sparta. 

Ariſtotle makes Lycurgus Cotempotaty with 
Iphirus, his Name being found on a Quoit uſed in 
Games. But the Quoit was one of the five 
e known all together by the Name of Pen- 


tathlon, which were not introduced into the O- 


hinpick Games, till after the 18th Olympiad, i. e. 
72 Tears after Iphitus, 


G 


697. 


681. 
673. 


671. : 


668, 


658. 


657. 
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According to I. and Thucydides, Lycurgus 
flouriſh'd, and was the Lawgiver of Sparta, about 
300 Yearsbefore the end of the Peloponefian War; 
and according to this Account he lived about 705 


Tears before 7. C. 
The Corinthians begin to build Galleys with 


three Rows of Oars, called therefore Triremes. 


Till thisTime the Crecians made uſe of long Veſ- 
lels with 50 Oars- 

Manaſſes reigns. 

| Aſar- Haddon rakes Babylon, ſup poſing him 
the 7th King in Ptolemy's Canon. 

The Fezws are conquer d by Aſſar- Haddon, and 

King eanaſſes carried to Babylon. "TY 

Aſar-Haddon invades Egypt, and eſtabliſhes 
12 Princes to govern that Country. 

The Weſtern Parts of the Ajſyrian Monarchy, 
viz. Syria, Phenicia, and Egypt revolt. 

eAſſar-Haddon dies. eManaſſes is deliver d 
from his Captivity, and returns to Feruſalem. 

Phraortes reigns in e Media. The Prytanees 
reign at Corinth, after n drove out the 
Kings. 

The Corinthians defeat the People of Crone: in 


- a Sea-Fight; which is the firſt mention d in Hi- 


ſtory. eArchtas 
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Archias the Son of Evagetus, deſcended from 


Hercules, leads a Colony of c into Si- 


cih and builds Hracuſe. 
The firſt e Meſſenian War begins, which laſted 


20 Yeats. 
Pſammitichus makes himſelf Maſter of all Egypt, 


by defeating the other II Kings. He had then 
reign d 11 Tears, and reign'd about 39 Years at- 


65 5. 


terwards. At this time the Jonans began to travel 


into Egypt. And their Trading with the Egyp- 
tans proved the Occaſion of carrying Philoſophy, 
Geometry, and Aſtronomy amongſt the Jonians. 
Charops the firſt Decennial Archon of the eAthe- 
nians. Several of thoſe Archons muſt have died 
before the 10 Years of their Office were expired; 
and thus we may reckon the 7 Decennial Archons 
to have fill'd the Space of 40 or 50 Years. | 

Joſias reigns over uda. 

Phraortes, King of the Medes, is kill d in his 
War with the eAſſyrians, and is ſucceeded bye Aſty- 
ages. 

The Scythians invade the Territories of the 
Medes and Ahrians. 

Battus builds Cyrene upon the Place where *. 
ſa, t the City of Antaus, ſtood. Y 

G 2 Pha- 


650. 


640. 


636. 


635. 


633. 
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624 Phalantus leads the Parthenjans into Wege and 
builds Tarentum. 
67. The ſecond Meſſenian War. 
Pſammitichus dies. Nechob ſucceeds hin in 
the Kingdom of Egypt. 
The Foundation of Rome. 
1 611. Cya xares, King of the Medes. 
| 5:0, Cylon the firſt Annual Archon at Athens. 
[| The principal Scythians are murther'd at an En- 
[| rertainment, by the Order of De. | 
1 a. 22 Gab is kilbd in Battle. 
| yaxares and Nebuchadneruzuar eden A 
| they take ir che next Year, and divide the A- 
1 | rian Empire. 
3 607. Cyaxares purſues * Ae * 1 thine? 
} Colchis and Iberia: and ſeizes on Armenia, Pon- 
tus, and: Cappadocia, all Provinces of the A rian 
1 Monarchy. 
| * | 606. | Nebuchadnezzuar ſeizes on Syria and Indie 
'Cyaxares makes War with Aliattes, King of 
Lydia. Nabopol- Aſſar dies; and is ſucceeded by 
his Son Nebuchadnez&ar, who had already reign'd 


two Years with his Father. 


In the ſixth Year of the War between the Meges 
and Lydians ; the two Armies then actually en- 


gaged, 


— — 
—— — — — 
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gaged, were ſeparated by an Eclipſe of the Sun, 
which had been forerold by Thales, and happen 
between 8 and 9 in the Morning, the 8c of 
April. The tuo Kings make Peace, and bind 
the Treaty by a Marriage between Astyages the 
Son of Cyaxares, and Siena the TINS of 
Aliattes. 
The Bir of Darin the n Son at Grand= 
ſon to Cyaxares. nt 

The Birth of Cyrus, che Bom of enden Sic 599. 
ter to Cyaxares, and Dau ghcer to Aﬀeyages.. / 

The Meſſemans being wotſted. retire into 8 598. 
cily, and chere build: Aae. 
Nebuchadnec car Nb ne awd Eli. 596 


* 
. 


mains HS its 
Caranus al Re being pv out of 
theit own-Country by Phida, King of Argos, go 
into Macedonia, and found a Kingdom there. 
Phido introduces the Uſe of Weights. and. 
Meaſures ; and was ws firſt that coined 8 
in Creece. 
Solomon's Teupie . by N 588. 
Phido preſides at the Games of the 49th Ohm. 584. 


piad. 
Draco, 
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58. Draco, Archon of Athens, gives Laws to the 
Athenjans. —. 

: Phido being driven away by the Mw 0 
Lacedemoni ans, the former reaſſume their Right of 
preſiding at the Olympick Games. 

[4 575 The Amphidions; by the Advice of Solon, make 
1 War with the Pirates of Cirrha, and demoliſh that 
City. Cliſthenes King of Sicyon, Alcmæon the Athe. 
= nian General, and Eurolychus commanded the 
4 Forces of the Amphictious; they were cotempo- 
= _ rary with Phido, as appears from Leocides and Me. 
118 | gacles; the former Phidos, the latter Alcn1zor's 
Son, at the ſame time n * HO the 
at ' Daughter of Cliſt hene. 

569. .Nehuchadnez,;z,ar wks himlelf Maſter of; E. 
Oper t, and Darius the Medo reigns. 


1 56 Folon, me Hoa of Athens gives as eAthenians 

if new Laws. 

* 557. Periunder a, and Grinth is fd faves Ty 5 
_— 


355 Nabonnides reigns in Babylon; ; his Mother Ni- 
 tothoris adorns and fortifies that City. 

554 The Conference between Solon and Gre ſus. 

550. Piſiftratusuſurps the Supreme Power at Athens. 

£47. Sardis taken by Cyrus. 


Da- 


(047) 

Darius the Mede coins the Lydian Money in 
* Per ſian Manner, and calls it Daricks. 

Solon dies. | 

Babylon taken by o 4 2c] 

Darius the e Made dethroned by ue; who 
tranſlates. the Empire to the Perſians. 

The Fetus return from Captivit y. 

Cyrus dies, and is ſucceeded by Cambyſes: 

Darius the Son of Hyſtaſpes — the Throne. 


538. 


536. 


529. 


52 1. 


The Magi are ſlain. The. different Religi- 


ons of the ſeveral People of Pers a conſiſted in - 
the Worſhip of their antient Kings. This Wor- | 


ſhip was aboliſh'd by Darius a the Inſtance of 


Hyſtaſpes; and Zoroaſter in the room of it eſta- 
bliſhed the Worſhip of the Supreme God all over 


Per ſia. 


der of Darius. 


Harmodius and Ariſtogito kill Hipparchus, Ty. 


rant of Athens, and Son of Piſiſtratus. 
The Government of Kings abrogated at Rome, 


and Conſuls eſtabliſh'd in their Place. 
The Battle of Marathon. 


The Reign of Xerxes. 
„ Aerxes 


The ſecond Temple of Zeruſalem, built by Or- 


502. 


513. 


508. 


401. 


485, 
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1 4. Nerxes goes into Greece. The Battles of Ther- 
| mopyle, and Salamis. 
464 Artaxerxes Longi manus. _ * vols. 
iy 454 Ezra returns into Jude. 

| | 431. The Beginning of the Peloponeſ a” War, 
| = 428. Nehemials depoſes Eleazar, for having mar- 
| ried the Daughter if Sanballat. 

| 424. Darius the Baftard reigns in Perf. OS. 
. 422 Sunballat builds a Temple on Mount Gari- 
1 Lim, and makes ene. te Son in lau High 


Prieſt there. 
405. Artaxerxes Ahern reigns. ' 
The 'Peloponeſian War _ 5 £ 
359. : Artaxerxes Ochus reign | 17255 „e 
336 C telgns c 297 72 te ee Lond 
338 Darius Cudomanus reigns. K 
Alexander the Creat conquers Perſia. a. 
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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


On the foregoing 


CHRONOLOGY,ec 


HE Piece before us is an Abridgment 
drawn by Sir Jſaac Newton, for the 
uſe of a great Lady, from a conſi- 
derable Piece of ancient Hiſtory, 
which he has been upon ſeveral Years; and 
which the Publick impatiently deſires to ſee 


printed, 


H 2 The 
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The bare Name of an Author ſo famous as 
Sir Jſaac Newton, is ſufficient to raiſe the Curio. 
ſity of the Learned; which it is ſuppoſed will 
be inhanced, by the ſingularity of the Opinions 
which appear in the Abridgment. Several Ma. 
nuſcript Copies have been handed about Paris; 
but I thought I ought to make uſe of this Op- 
portunity, to preſerye it from the common Fate 
of looſe Pieces. 


It would certainly -be unjuſt to paſs any Judg- 
ment on Sir Jſaac's Opinions, before his larger Work 
appears. But I hope he will not be diſpleaſed, 
if I take the liberty to propoſe ſome Difficulties 
in relation to the Proofs on which he goes, for 
retrenching almoſt goo Years from the old Gre- 
cian Chronology. My Application to Studies of 
this Nature for ſeveral Years has qualified me to 
ſupply moſt-of the Authorities which he has not 


alledged. 


The Number of Writers, who can give us any 
Light upon this Head is ſo ſmall, that ir is no 


hard matter, for any one who has read them with 
At- 
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Attention, and Methodically, to be Maſter of 
them, and call them to mind on Occaſion. 


The Objections which I make here againſt Sir 
Jſaac Newton, are ſuch as will not be particular 
to me, and which I doubt not have occurr'd to ſe- 
veral who have read his Abridgment. 


It was therefore no ſurprize to me to find, that 
in ſome Particulars, I had exactly the ſame 
Thoughts with a certain learned Perſon, whole ,.,,. 
Remarks were ſhewh me. As the Objection ir 8 
ſelf is no one's Property, all that any one can call 
his own in this Caſe being the manner of propo- 
ſing it ; I hope the learned Perſon aforemention- 
ed, will acknowledge that, though we have both 
the ſame End in View, we take different Ways 
to it; and that I have borrow'd nothing of his 
Method. I ſhould certainly be proud of copying 
him in every thing: But every Man has a way 
peculiar to himſelf, which he cannot quit; and 
'tis by the Difference in this Particular, that we 
diſtinguiſh thoſe that take their own Path, from 
thoſe that trace others. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Sir Iſaac Newton ſeems to lay a great 

ſtreſs on thoſe Paſſages of Plutarch, tick that 
Author attacks the Chronologers. I do not 
know whether that antient Writer deſerves much 
Credit on this Subject. Plutarch, though a Man 
of good Senſe, had but little of the Critick in 
him. His Deſign was to put together certain 
Facts, which he chought proper for drawing the 
Characters of thoſe whoſe Lives he wrote: He 


gives us all theſe Facts, without being much con- 


cerned for ſettling their Order, or Connexion 


either one with andthe” or with the Events of 


general —_— by any exact Date. 


As we ſtill find in 50 Remains of Antiquity 
which have reach d us, wherewithal to ſupply ſe- 
veral of thoſe Dates, we cannot doubt that Plu- 
tarch could have given us all of them, had Chro- 


nology been any part of his Employment: But 


it is very probable, that he had not much Con- 


cern about it, becauſe it would have ſtreighten d 


him, and frequently obliged him to reject ſome 
Facts, which he found proper for his Purpoſe, 


and ſuch as furniſhed him with Moral Obſeryations. 
; * - an 


4 
This is evident from the Converſation he gives 
us between Solon and Cræſus, which he main- 
tains againſt the Judgment of Chronologers, only 
becauſe it ſuits with the Character of Solon, and 
does honour to that Legiſlator. This Switableneſs, 
however, is quite deſtroy'd by the very Character 
of this Philoſopher, as drawn by Plutarch himſelt: 
Solon, naturally ſweet and polite, retaining, eyen 
in his old Age, a reliſh for the moſt licentious 
Pleaſures, as Plutarch acknowledges, would never 
have uſed that philoſophical Roughneſs, which 
Herodotus attributes to him, in anſwering the 
honourable Offers made him by ſo great a Prince 
as Cræſus. For after all, Solon was only a. Citizen 
of Athens, and was obliged to engage in Trade 
for his Subſiſtence. be 1 


Secondly, Sir Iſaac Newton falls foul on the 
manner of reckoning the Generations followed by 
the Antients, who allowed three of them to 100 
Years. I own, that this way of reckoning is of no 
great uſe, when we have other ways of fixing 
Chronology with more certainty. It is eſpecially 
a very uncertain manner for computing ſhort Spa- 
ces; but I am of opinion that it may be uſed for 

8 fixing 
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fixing large Spaces of Time, when it is the only 
Method in our power. 


Our Author reckons the Generations at 18 or 
20 Years each, one with another. I cannot think 
that enough ; and the Hiſtory of known Times 
would make me reject it, and ſtand by that of 


the Antients. 


In the Hiſtory of France, for Example, from the 
Birth of Hugh Capet in 940, to that of Lewis XV. 
in 1710, are 14 Generations, in the Bourbon Fami- 
ly, derived from Robert of Clermont, the Son of 
St. Lewis: Now dividing the 770 Years which 
have paſſed between Hugh and Lewis XV. into 
24 Generations, each Generation will contain 


32 Tears. 


This Space of Time takes in 30 Reigns; for the 
3 Sons of Philip the Fair, and the 3 Sons of 
Henry the Second, who died without Children, 
were {ucceeded by Princes of an equal Age with 
themſelves. The firſt by Philip de Valois, the laſt 
by 8 King of Navarre. 


From 


„ 73, ©" VR 
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From the Birch of Hugh Capet in 940, to the 
Death of Charles the Fair, and the Birth of his 
PoſthumousDaughter in 1328, are 12 Generations; 
which at the ſame way of reckoning 32 Years to 
each, make up the 388 Years, which paſſed be- 
twixt thoſe two Periods of Time. 


—— by 


From the Birth of the ſame Hagh, to the 
Death of Henry III, the laſt of the Family of Va- 
lois, in 1589, and the 38th Year of his Age, are 
649 Years, and 20 Generations ; which makes the 
fame Allowance of 32 Tears to each Genera- 
tion. 


From the Birth of the Duke of Orleans, Bro. 
ther of Charles VI. the firſt of the ſecond Branch 
of the Valois, in 1372, to the Death of Hen- 
ry III. the laſt of that Branch, in 1589, we reckon 
6 Generations, and 217 Years; which comes to 
36 Tears in each Generation. 


From the Birth of Hugh, to the Death of Leruis 
XII. in 1515, are 673 Years, and 27 Generations, 


which is 40 Tears to a Generation. 
1 From 
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From the Birth of Hugh, to the Death of 
Charles VIII. at the Age of 28, we reckon 558 
Years, and 18 Generations; that is, 31 Tears to 
each Generation. 


Thus from the ſeveral different Calculations, 
we find that the Generations contained ſometimes 


40 Years, and never leſs than 30. 


I do not doubt but almoſt the ſame Obſerya- 
tion might be made in the Hiſtories of other 
Countries. Nay, it ſeems probable, that the high- 
er we go, the longer the Generations. muſt be; 
which is to be underſtood, however, with ſome 
certain Limitation. They were not formerly ſo 
naſty to marry Princes and great People; the more 
ſimple and unpoliſh'd Manners ot former Ages 
made Men ripen ſlower : For in this Caſe the 
Moral part has a great Influence over Nature ; 
and accordingly we ſee the Youth at Court, and 
in Town, are always much more forward than 
thoſe of the Country. 


1 


Nou 
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Now conſidering the great Simplicity of thoſe 
early Times, the Ancients were in the right, in 
allowing above 30 Years to each Generation, or 
to reckon 3 of them to a Century. And conſe- 


quently Sir Jſaac Newton is out, when he reckons | 


at leaſt 5 Generations to an Age, and ſuppoſes it 
the conſtant Practice formerly for Men to marry 
at 17, and be Fathers at 18, or 20 at lateſt. 


Beſides, when the antient Chronologers fix d 
the Extent of their Generations, they ate ſuppoſed 
to have had a View to the Practice of their own 
Times; and to have regulated and determined 
the Generations, whoſe Compaſs was not known, 
by thoſe whoſe Duration they were acquainted 
with. We muſt ſtill preſume in their favour, 
till Sir Iſaac Newton produces Proofs of the con- 
trary. | 


Thirdly, What Sir Jſaac Newton, and thoſe. 


who admit his Syſtem, build moſt upon, is the 
Diſcovery of the Time of Chiron, and the Argo- 
nauts, which he determines by the Motion of the 

fix'd Stars. And accordingly this part of the A- 
Mo F3 bridgment 
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bridgment is what I ſhall . the moſt Care 
to clear up; it being, as L may ſay, the very Ba- 
ſis of his Chronology. As he has not told us 
whence he has taken the Facts, which he here 
ſuppoſes, I ſhall begin with producing the chief 
Proofs of the Changes which happened in the 
Aſtronomy of the Antients, in regard to the Hea- 
venly Conſtellations: and then I will ſhew what 
this learned Geometrician ought to prove in his. 
Chronology, in order to eſtabliſh the en 
which he advances on this Occaſion. 


At the Year 939. pag. 29. Chiron, ſays he, auh 
was born in the Golden Age, diſtingwiſh'd the Conſtel-. 
lations, to male 9 ailing, and the Obſervations of the. 


Stars eaſy ta the. Argonauts. He fix d the Solſtices 


and Equinoxes in the 15th Degree of thoſe Conſtel- 
lations, i. c. the former: toward the Middle of Can- 


cer, and Capricorn; the latter toward the Middle: 


of Aries and Scorpio. Theſe Signs were, ſo. many 
Conſtellations compoſed of a Number of Stars. In: 
the 316th Tear of Nabonaſſar, Meto obſerv/d that 
the $i ummer Solſtice, was gone 7 Degrees back, ſince 
it was ſettled by Chiron. Jt goes back one Degree 
in about 72, Tears. and ds 7 Degrees in 

about 


2 0 my oa . 
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about 504 Tears. So that reckoning ſo many Tears 
before the-316th Tear of Nabonaſſar, or the 4334 
before J. C. the Expedition of the Argonauts wile 
be in the Tear 936 before Chriſt. | 


In this Paſſage Sir Faac Newton ſuppoſes the 
Summer Solſtice was gone back 7 Degrees, con- 
trary to the Order of the Signs, between the 
Times of Chiron and Mito. But ' Antiquity fur- 
niſhes us with nothing that agrees with this Pro. 
poſition. 


The Antients had ſeveral Country Calendars,. 
which told the Seaſons of the Year, the Changes 
of the Air, Winds and Rains, &Fc. in relation to 
Husbandry; for thoſe Calendars were made for 
the uſe of Husbandmen. The Years of the firſt 
Grecians were Lunar, unſettled Years, to which it 
was neceſſary to add a thirteenth' Intercalary 
Month, at the End of a certain Time: conſe 
quently the Change of the Seaſons could not be 
marked by the Days of the Month, which chang d 
every Year, and therefore there was a neceſſity of 
regulating thoſe Prognoſtications, by the rifing 
and ſetting of the Stars. Thoſe which were op- 

polite: 
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poſe to the Sun, roſe on the Horizon in the E- 
vening, when that Luminary ſer ; and ſer when it 
roſe. Whereas, on the contrary, thoſe that were 
on the ſame Side of the Heavens with the Sun, 
roſe and ſet with it, appearing a little beforc and 
a little after it. This is what is called the Heliacł 
riſing and ſetting of the Stars. Upon which Sub- 
ject the Studious may conſult Ceminuss Intro- 
duction to Aſtronomy, among the Antients; and 


Father Petas amongſt the Moderns, who has 


treated this Subject in a way intelligible even to 
thoſe who do not underſtand Aſtronomy. 


We meet 3 8 4 of thoſe County Calen- 
dars in Antient Authors, and both the Greek and 
Latin Writers on Husbandry give us ſeveral Frag- 
ments of them; becauſe they gave birth to ſeve- 
ral Traditions concerning Days proper for certain 
Works. But as thoſe Fragments often contradict 
one another, it is evident they are taken from dit- 


ferent Calendars. 


Thoſe Stars eb we call fixed, becauſe they 
always keep the ſame Diſtance one from another, 


are not always equally diſtant from the Poles, and 
the 
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the Equator of the diurnal Motion. Thus thoſe 
Stars which now,anfwer to the Points at which the 
Ecliptick cuts the Equator, f. e. to the Equi- 
noctial Points, neither always did, nor always will 
anſwer to them in the ſame manner. Theſe Stars 
move toward the Eaſt, in Circles parallel to the 
Ecliptick, which Motion, though very flow, is 
yet very real; for in 72 Tears it comes to a 8 
gree. | | 


Thus the Point i whats the er cuts the E- 
cliptick at the vernal Equinox, which is now in 
a Circle about 30 Degrees Weſtward of the firſt 
Star in Aries was formerly in the ſame Circle 
with that Star; and before that, it was A De- 
grees Eaftward of it it. 


Hence it appears that the Country Calendars 
muſt from time to time have undergone ſeveral 
Alterations, to reduce the Prognoſtications to the 
Truth. For, as Ceminus obſerves, the Riſings and 
Settings of the Stars, were only Signs of the Chan- 
ges of the Air, which were occaſion'd by the a 
proach, or Diſtance of the Sun. 


The 


The joining of ſeveral Stars rogerher,and form- 


ing them into Conſtellations, was the Practice of 
the moſt early Times. They received the Names 
of certain Men or Beaſts, to make them more ea- 


fly diſtinguiſhed. 


The four Cardinal Points of the 1 md 
Solſtices, were in theſe Calendars fix d to the ri- 
ſing and ſetting of certain Stars; and thus the 


Stars which were in the ſame Circle wich the Sun 


were obſerved; but the Motion of the fix'd Stars 
put the Calendars out after ſome Ages. Thoſe 
of them therefore that were made. at different 


Times, muſt needs vary as to the Cardinal Points; 


and this Difference muſt be the greater, as the 
Calendars \ were of a more early Date. 


The Calendar publiſhed by Aale placed 
the vernal Equinox at the Beginning of the Con- 
ſtellation of Aries; becauſe it was thercabouts in 
his Time. Since him the ſame way of ſpeaking 
has been obſerved; and though the Conſtellations 
have changed their Places, in regard to the Points 
of the Equinoxes and Solſtices, yet the 12 parts 

| into 
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into which the Zodiack and Equator are divided, 
at the Beginning of 4 of which, the 4 Cardinal 
Points are placed, have ſtill retained the Names 
of thoſe Conſtellations. Hence it is that in our 
Aſtronomy we have two forts of Signs; one ſort 
are thoſe 12 equal Parts; the other are the 12 
heavenly Conſtellations, or that Company of Stars 
which we have on our Globes, repreſented by 
the Figures whoſe Names they bear. - Several of 
theſe Conſtellations have no Signs of the ſame 
Names. 


We have already obſerved, that in the Calen- 
dars before Hipparchus the Points of the Equi- 
noxes and Solſtices were really in the Conſtella- 


tions, but Eaſtward of the Beginning of them : 


and that more diſtant, according as the Calen- 
dars were more antient. 


Achilles Tatius ſays that ſeveral Aſtronomers 


placed the Summer Solſtice in the firſt Degree of 


Cancer, {ome in the eighth, ſome in the twelfth, 


and others in the fifteenth. - The Examples IVa. 
ſhall produce will make ir appear that this Paſ- Pres, 
lage ought to be underſtood of the 3 other Car- = 
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dinal Points. We have already ſeen, that Hippar- 
chus was one of thoſe that placed theſe Points 
at the Beginning of the Conſtellations. 


Euctemon and. Calippus did the ſame, as we find 

in Geminus's Calendar. Eudoxus, in the fame 

Calendar, places the vernal Equinox in the 6th 

Degree of Aries, and the Winter Solſtice in the 

4th Degiee of Capricorn: But we ſhall ſee here- 
after, that he ſays another thing in his Works. 


Ad, Columella informs us, that Meto and Hakan 
ix. 74. in their Calendars did not place the Equinox, and 
the other cardinal Points, at the 1ſt, but at the 
Sth Degree of their Signs, i. e. 8 Days after the 


Sun enter'd thoſe Conſtellations. 


We have no Calendars which place the Cardi- 
nal Points in the 12th Degree of the Conſtella- 
tions: The Reaſon of which, no doubt, is, that 
thoſe Calendars were not very much uſed. 


But the Opinion which placed them at the 
15th Degree, was embraced by Eudoxus, as may 
be ſeen in the Fragments of his Enoptron, quoted 

by 


(67) 
by Hipparchus, in ſeveral Parts of his Work on 
Aratus. 


Eudoxus's Work was a Deſcription of the Hea- 
vens, and the Conſtellations in a familiar manner, 
and is what Aratus has given us in Verſe, with 
the Title of Phenomena. In this Piece of Eudoxus 
we read that the Colures of the Solftices and the 
Equinoxes paſled through the Middle of the 


Uranol. 
Petan's. 
pt. 1. 

Hipp. l. i. 
F 10.12. 
p. 185. 


Conſtellations, whoſe Names they bore, 1. e. 15 - 


Degrees from the Beginning of them. This is 
evident from the Calculation of Hipparchns, who 
aſſigning the Places of ſeveral Stars, according to 
his own Diviſion of the Ecliptick, and that of 
Eudoxus, always differs from him 15 Degrees 
in Longitude. 


We may obſefve from Columella's Conduct on 
this Occaſion, that in the Country Calendars, pub- 
liſhed ſince Aſtronomy was brought to perfection, 
no great Scruple was made of fixing the cardinal 
Points out of their true Places. All the Authors 
of thoſe Pieces were concern'd for was to be 
underſtood by the Country People, for whoſe uſe 

K 2 they 


L. 9. 


eb. me fallit Hipparchi ratio que docet Solſtitia & 
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they wrote, and to whoſe Prejudices ſome Regard 


ought to be had. 


Columella expreſſes himſelf as follows : Nec 


LEquinoxia non octavis ſed primis partibus ſignorum 


confici. Verum in hac ruris diſciplina ſequor nunc Eu- 


doxi nunc Metonis antiquorumque faſtos Aſtrologo- 
rum, qui ſunt aptati publicis Sacriſiciis; quia & notior 
eſt iſta vetus agricolis concepta Opinio. Nec tamen 
Flipparchi ſubtilitas pinguioribus, ut aiunt, ruſtico- 
rum literis neceſſaria eſt. 


111. e.. He elſewhere repeats the fame Principle. Novi 


autem Veris principium non ſic obſervare Ruſticus 
debet, quemadmodum Aſtrologus, ut expectet certum 
diem illum, qui veris initium facere dicitur. 


Husbandmen are under no Neceſſity of obſer- 
ving the very Moment, or even the preciſe Day 
of the Equinox; and it is Columella's Opinion, 
that when we lay down Rules for their uſe, we 
ought to conform ourſelves to the Prejudices which 
they have imbibed: And of this fort was the Opi- 
nion which placed the Solſtices and Equinoxes 

at 


„ le ne 
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at the 8th Degree of the Conſtellations: They 


were confirm'd in this Opinion by the Calendars 
of Meto, Eudoxus, and other antient Aſtronomers, 
by which the Feaſts and publick Sacrifices had 


been ſettled. 


Eudoxus and Meto had done the ſame before. 
The former died 368 Years before 7 C. at the 
Age of 53: and the latter took the Height of the 
Sun, at the time of the Solſtices, in the 432d 
Year before the ſame Ara. They fix d the Cardi- 
nal Points out of their true Places. In the 388th 
Year before 7. C. thoſe Points were at the Begin- 
ning of the Conſtellations, according to their Cal- 
culation, who make the Stars move a Degree in 
12 Tears; as Fa. Petau, and Fa. Riccoli, followed 
by Sir Iſaac Newton. 


Bur Emudoxus is ſo far from regulating himſelf 
by this Situation of the Heavens, that in his Enop- 
tron he places thoſe Points in the 15th Degree 
of the Conſtellations; and in his Calendar he 
follows eto, in placing them in the $th Degree. 
Neither ot theſe Aſtronomers, therefore, defign'd 

to 
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to expreſs themſelves exactly, it n aſeleſs in 
ſuch ſort of Writings 


It is probable that eto made. no other Alte- 
ration in the Country Calendar, than adding his 
Cycle of 19 Years, and his Intercalations to make 
the Year really fixt and certain, and regulate it 
ſo that the Solſtices might fall again on the 
ſame Days. 


The Prognoſtications of the Winds, Storms, 
Rains, and other Changes of the Air, remain'd fixt 
to the Days, on which they were uſually ſer down. 
Meto look'd on the riſing and ſetting of the Stars, 
as the Signs, not the Cauſes of thoſe Changes; 
the ſole phyſical Cauſe of which was the Approach 
and Retiring of the Sun: So that even though he 
had been perſuaded of the Juſtneſs of thoſe Prog. 
noſtications, he would not have thought himſelt 
oblig d to follow the true riſing BS: ſetting of 


the Stars. 


Columella owns that the Changes foretold, hap- 
pen'd ſometimes before, and ſometimes after the 


Day to which they were aſſign d. In Metos Calen- 
dar 


(71) 
dar the Prognoſtications were fix'd to the Days of 
the Tear; becauſe by the Means of his Intercala- 
tion thoſe Days were always at the ſame Diſtance 
from the Cardinal Points, and anſwer'd to the 
fame Places of the Sun in the Ecliptick : the Si- 
tuation of that Luminary in the Heavens being the 
ſole phyſical Cauſe of Changes in the Air. Be- 
fide, we have no Proof that Meto did not believe 
thoſe Prognoſtications certain; For tis not very 


long ſince Aſtronomers rejected Judiciary Aſtro- 


logy. But even ſuppoſing Meto fully convincd 
of the falſeneſs of the Prognoſtications which fill 
the Calendars, this Opinion was too deeply root- 
ed to be deſtroyed, We fee that notwithſtand- 
ing the Philoſophical Light which at preſentſhines 
in Europe, our Husbandry is full of Prejudices 
which are no better grounded than thoſe of the 
Husbandmen who were cotemporary with eto. 
'Tis in vain that the Reformation of our Calendat᷑ 
has changed the Place of certain Feſtivals which 
were eſteem'd fatal by the Country People: tis 
in yain that we tell them the Feaſts of theſe rural 
Saints fall ten Days diſtant from the Days on 
which our Anceſtors obſerved them, according to 
the old Calendar ; for ſtill Prejudice goes on as 

| before ; 
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before ; and it would be a vain Attempt to dis 
credit thoſe Opinions by Reaſoning, which the 
yearly experience of their Falſeneſs cannot 


move. 


So that when Metro placd the Solſtices and 
Equinoxes in the 8th Degree of the Conſtella- 
tions, it was not becauſe he had obſerved they 
were gone 7 Degrees back ſince Chiron's Time ; 


for then he muſt at the ſame Time have obſerv'd, 


Piol. 
Almag. 
I. 1.843. 


that thoſe Points were in his Days in the firſt, and 


not in the 8th Degree of thoſe Conſtellations. All 


he meant, was to follow the Calendars then in 


uſe, which he has not meddled with in this 
particular. 


If Meto had reform'd the Situation of the Sol- 
ſtices and Equinoxes in the Conſtellations, this 
Reformation would have been agreeable to that 
of Euctemon, who join'd him in obſerving the 
Solſtices in 432, and he would then have 
placed the Points in the Beginning of the Con- 


ſtellations. 


We 
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We ſee in the Calendar of Geminus, that Cap 1e. 
Euctemon placed the Winter Solſtice in the firſt "pag | 


Degree of Capricorn, and the Autumnal Equi- 
nox in the firſt Degree of Libra, or the Legs of 
Scorpio. Calippus, who in the ſame Calendar a- 
grees with Euctemon, in fixing thoſe two Points, 
places the others at the Beginning of their re- 
ſpective Signs; which clearly ſhews where Eucte- 
mon placed them. 


We do not find that Meto made any Obſerva- 41, 
tions on the Stars. Even that which he has given ** “ 


us of the Solſtice, has ſo little Exactneſs, that 
Ptolemy declares, he mentions it for its Antiqui- 
ty only, without venturing to make any Con. 
cluſion from it. It is therefore Sir Iſaac Newton's 
buſineſs to ſhew what Grounds he has for affirm- 
ing, that Metro found 7 Degrees difference be- 
tween the Place of the fix d Stars in the Ecliptick 
in Chiron's Time, and in the 432d Year before 
J. C. the Date of his Obſervation of the Summer 
Solſtice. Till he does that, we ſhall believe 
we have good Reaſon to hold that Metro did not 
regulate his Calendar in this Particular, by Truth, 

9 | as 
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as inns had F wh but by the Opinion re- 


_ ceiyd in his Days, amongſt the Country People, 
for whoſe uſe ir was made. 


According to the quantity of the Motion of 
the fix d Stars, eſtabliſh'd by Sir Iſaac Newton, of 


a Degree in 72 Years, the vernal Equinox muſt 


have been in the 8th Degree of the Conſtella. 
tion Aries, 576 Years before the Year 388, that 
is, the 964th Year before the Chriſtian ra; and 
this Calendar, follow'd by Meto and Eudoxus, as 
Columella tells us, muſt have been publiſh'd in 
Greece near that Time. 


opera e Heſiod, who, according to Herodotus, lived a- 


Dies, v. 
565, Ce. 


bout the Year 884 before 7. C. ſpeaks of the 
riſing of Arcturus, according to this Calen- 


dar. 


The Opinion of thoſe that placed the Points 
of the Solſtices and Equinoxes in the 5th Degree 
of the Conſtellations, which was followd by 
Eudoxus in his Enoptron, makes it appear that 
there was a Calendar much more ancient than 


what Meto tollowd. This Calendar was made 
in 
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in the Year 1468 before the Chriſtian Era; and 
was ſtill in uſe in the days of Eudoxus and Ara- 
tus, who go by it in their Works, and make the 
Colure of the Equinoxes paſs through the 15th 
Degree of the Ram, or through thoſe Stars which 
form the hinder Legs of that Animal on the 


Globes. 


I am willing to ſuppoſe, with Sir Jſaac Nerw- 
ton, that Chiron was the Author of that ancient 
Calendar, in which the Colures were placed in 
the 15th Degree of the Conſtellations. But at 
the ſame time I would have him live when that 
Opinion was confirmed, by the Appearances of 
the riſing and ſetting of the fix'd Stars, that is, 
betwixt the Years 1468, and 1396. Thus Iſhall 
agree with the Chronology of Herodotus, who 
reckons 900 Years between his Birth, * and that 
of Hercules. This Hero then was born in the 
Year 1382, and Chiron, who was one Generation 
more early than he, about the Year 1420. 


* Herodotus was born in the Year 482 before J. C. being 52 Tears 
old in the Year 430, which was the firſt Year of the PeHponefiar 


War. 
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Clement of Alexandria quotes the Verſes of an 
old Creek Poet, who in his Poem on the War of 
the Giants, attributes to Chiron the Diviſion of 
the Stars into ſeveral Figures or Conſtellations. 
To which that Father adds, that Hippo, the Daugh- 
ter of Chiron, and Wife to Aolus, was the firſt 
who foretold Things, by the Riſing of the Stars, 
as Euripides ſays, in one of his Tragedies. 


Nothing Iooks more like the antient Country 
Calendars we now have, than thoſe Predictions; 
from the riſing of the Stars; which without doubt 
related to the Fruitfulnefs or Barrenneſs of the 
Farth, the Winds, Storms, Temperature of the 
Air, and all the other Particulars which are in- 
ſerted in Calendars. So that ] take it for certain, 
that the oldeſt Country Calendar, which was 
known in Creece, was attributed to Chiron. I 
ſhould even think this Paſſage of Euripides might 
help us to diſcover what gave occaſion to the 
Story of Æolus amongſt the Poets. Strabo tells 
us, that according to the Opinion of Pohbius, that 
Prince, who then govern'd the Iſlands near Sicily, 
called from him the Æolian Iſlands, having long 
obſery'd 
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obſerv'd that the Changes which happened in the 
Volcanos of thoſe Iſlands, were always tollow'd by 


thoſe in the Air, learnt from hence how to fore- 
tell. what Winds would blow about theſe Iſlands 
ſeveral days beforehand. The Succeſs of theſe 
Predictions gave occaſion to the. half civiliz'd 
People, and to the Poets, who always look. for 
the Wonderful, to adorn their Works in the Opi- 
nion of the Vulgar, to ſuppoſe that the Gods had 
given Æolus the Command of the Winds. Po- 
lybius * aſſures us, that this Practice of foretelling 
the Winds, from the Quantity, Colour, Shape 
and Motion of the Flame which broke from the 
Volcanos of the Zoltan Iflands, remain'd in his 
Time, and was attended with Succeſs. 


It we ſuppoſe that Hippo, the Daughter of 
Chiron, brought her Husband _Zolus her Father's 
Country Calendar, which contained the Seaſons, 
the Changes in the Air, the Winds, c. as thoſe 
antient Country Calendars, which are ſtill extant, 


Varro quoted by Servius, En. r. ver. 56. ſays the ſame 
with Polybius, 


do, 
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do, we ſhall then the more eaſily comprehend 
why Folus was look'd on as the King of the 
Winds. In thoſe unpolite and ignorant Times, 
the Succeſs that attended Sailing, according to 
choſe Predictions, was ſufficient to perſuade the 
World, that that Prince tied up all contrary 
Winds, and permitted only thoſe to blow which 
were fayourable. 


Have our Sailors more reaſon to imagine that 
the Laplanders and Norwegians can ſell Winds, 
and make a real delivery of them to the Purcha- 
ſer? And yet this Notion is not yet deſtroyed, 
and is mentioned by almoſt all Accounts of 


Voyages to the North. 


i. Chiron was not the only Perſon to whom the 
Pet. pt. Crecians thought themſelves obliged for their A- 
Sq — Prometheus, as repreſented by Æſchy- 
2 brags of having taught the World how to di- 
vide the Year into four Seaſons, by the riſing of 
the Stars, and made them acquainted with the 


Motions and Revolutions of the Stars. 


Euri- 
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Euripides attributes to Atreus, Father of Aga- 
memnon, the Diſcovery of the proper Motion of 
the Planets, and their Revolutions from Weſt to 
Eaft, contrary to the diurnal Motion, which car- 
ries all the Stars from Eaſt to Weſt. 


Sophocles makes Palamedes Author of the Divi- 
ſion of the Night into ſeveral Parts, by the Height 
of the Stars in the Horizon, which was done that 


the Centinels might watch and reſt in their turns 


equally. The fame Poet adds, that Palamedes 
alſo taught the Pilots how to ſteer by the Con- 
ſtellation of the Bear, and by the ſetting of Sirius 


in Winter. 


Atreus and Palamedes lived not long after Chi- 
ron; and if they made any Alteration in his Ca- 
lendar, as there is ſome Reaſon to believe they 
did from the Authorities juſt produced, we are 
to look on them as the Authors of that Calendar 
which places the Solſtices and Equinoxes in the 
I2th Degree of the Conſtellations. 


The 
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The Vernal Equinox was in the 12th Degree 
of Aries, from the Year 1324, to 1252, that is, 
both before and after the Siege of Troy, which 
Herodotus places 800 Years before his own Birth, 
about 1282 before 7. C. Agamemnon was Son of 
Atreus, and Palamedes went to the * of Troy 


with RET Ca 


we hive dreidy ſaid, thac the third of thoſs 
Calendars which were made before the days of 
Hipparchus, and the re-uniting the Cardinal Points 
to the firſt Degrees of the Conſtellations, was 
made in the Tear 964 before the Chriftian Era: 
for it was in that Year that the Vernal Equinox 
fell on the 8th Degree of Aries, as ſer down in 
Metos Calendars, which Columella follows. The 
Author of this new Calendar is not knoun: We 
find however that it was uſed in Hefjod's Time, 
who lived 880 Years before the Chriſtian Ara, 
according to the Chronology of Herodotus ; and 
before the Year 908, according to the Author of 


the Chronicle of Pharos. 


Now 


( v1 ) 


Now to repeat, in à few Words, all I have 
ſaid : This is Sir Jſaac Newton's way of Reaſon- 


ing. 


iſt, The heayenly Conſtellations, or fix d 
Stars, change their Longitude, and every 72 
Years advance a Degree in the Order of the 
Signs. 


2dly, In Chiron's Time the firſt Star of the 
Ram was 15 Degrees from the vernal Equi- 
nox, and was ſo much nearer the Winter Sol- 
ſtice. 


3dly, In Metos Time the Gap Star was come 
7 Degrees toward the mn 


Therefore Chiron lived 504 Tears before Mito; 
and as Meto had obſerved the Height of the 
Sun at the Time of the Solſtice in ig Year 432 
before 7. C. Chiron, who lived 504 Years before 
_ lived in the Year 936 before the Chriſtian 

ra. 

M Now 


(82) 


Now granting Sir Your Newton the two firſt 
of his Suppoſitions, vi. that in Chiron's Time 
* the firſt Star of Aries was 15 Degrees diſtant 
from the Colure of the Equinoxes, and ſo much 
nearer to the Winter Solſtice; and that the Mo- 
tion of that Star makes ic adyance a Degree to- 
ward that Colure in 72 Years : a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence will be, That that Star was not in the 
. Colure of the Equinoxes till 1080 Years after 
Chiron's Time. But this Star having been re- 
united with the Colure in the Tear 388 | before 
7. C ever! according to Sir [ſaac's. own Confeſ- 
ſion; Chiron muſt then have lived about the 
Year 1468 before the Chriſtian Ara, which is 
532 Years foorier'than he has rr him. 
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This learned Glnlemen's third Propoſition is, 
that in Mero's Time the firſt Star of Aries was 
7 Degrees nearet the Colure of the Equinoxes 
chan it was in Chiron s, that is, & Degrees from 
it, for it was 15 Degrees from it in Chiron 's. Time, 


according to the ſecond Suppoſition. 
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Conſequently Meto lived 576 Tears before this 
firſt Star of Aries and the Colure of the Equi- 
noxes met again: For we muſt allow 576 Tears 
to make up the 8 Degrees. This Re- union hap- 
pening in the Tear 388, Meto muſt have lived 
964 Years before 7. C. But, as Sir Jſaac Nerv. 
ton himſelf owns, Meto having obſerved: the 
Height of the Sun at the Summer Solſtice, in 
the 432d Year before 7. C. we hall haye an 
Anachroniſm of 532 Tears. | 


As. 1 to Meto, I have ſhewn that in Fact ho 
firſt Star of Aries was at leaſt ſenſibly re-united 
to the Colure of the Equinoxes in his Time; 
and that the Reaſon of his not putting down the 
8 Degrees Diſtance between this Star and the 
Colure- of the Equinoxes, was, that he was 
not diſpoſed to make any Alteration in the 
old Calendars, Nee received by the Huf- 


bandmen. 


Euctemon, his ee | (for had had 'ob- 
ſerved the Solſtice: in the Year 432 with | him) 
M 2 was 
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was bolder, and fix d the Stars in their true Pla- 
ces; ſo that the firſt Star of Aries was in the Co- 


lure of the Rp 


. » Endoxws, who was born in the Year 421 before 
J. C and was the beſt Aſtronomer of his Time, 
followed the old Opinion in his Enoptron, and 
placed the fix'd Stars at 15 Degrees Longitude 
from their real Situation in the Heavens ; for 
he expreſſed himſelf according to the moſt an- 
tient Calendars of Chiron. But can any Conclu- 
fion be drawn from that for fixing the Time when 
be lived ? Hipparchus, who makes 15 Degrees 
Difference between his own Longitude of the 
fix d Stars, and that of Eudoxus, muſt-have liy'd 
1080 Years after. him; at leaſt this muſt follow 
from Sir Iſaac Newton's way of Reaſoning, if we 
apply it to the Difference which is fourid between 
the Longitudes aſſign d by. Eudovus, and thoſe ſet- 
tled by — 


Is it not more probable that the Antients, 


_- mac endeayour at a moſt ſcrupulous Ex- 
328 in their Calendars, in regard to the Place 
of 
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of the fix d Stars, expreſs'd themſelves in a po- 
pular manner in theſe Pieces, and follow'd ſuch 
Opinions as had been long receiv'd ? The ſame 
Hipparchus, who lived near 300 Yeats after 
Meto and Eudoxus, when the Stars were above 
3 Degrees of Longitude diſtant from the Place 
where they were in the Days of thoſe Aﬀrono- 
mers, goes on to expreſs himſelt in his Works, 
as if they had never chang d their Situation. 
This Practice, imitated by ſucceeding Aſtrono- 
mers, is the ſole Cauſe of the Diſtinction we ſtill 
make between the Signs of the Ecliptick, and the 
Conſtellations of the Zodiack. 


I cannot think any one will undertake to de- 
fend Sir Iſaac Newton's Opinion, by ſaying, that 
the firſt Star in Aries was but 7 Degrees diſtant 
from the Colure of the Equinox, in Chiron's 
Time. For, 


if, Sir Iſaac himſelf affirms, that it was 
15 Degrees from that Colute, which at that 
Time paſs d through the middle of that Conſtel- 
lation. 81 2 5 


2dly 
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ale Calendar which bears Chiron's 

— Would by this means be but half ſo old 
as that which places the firſt Star of Aries 15 
Degrees from the Colure, for that placed it but at 
7 Degrees Diſtance. Confequently we muſt ſup- 
poſe the Grectanshad a Calendar 576 Years before 
Chiron, i. e. before the Age of the Argonauts, 
and thoſe Heroes whoſe Grand-Children were at 
the taking of Troy. A Suppoſition contrary to 
all Antiquity, which allows Greece no Aftrono- 
mer, nor eyen an Acquaintance with Aſtronomy 
before Chiron, who form'd the Conſtellations, 
and gave them the Names of the Heroes of his 
Time, or of the Princes, who were the Fathers 
of thoſe Heroes; ſuch as Calliſto, Orion, Cephus, 
Perſeus, Andromeda, Caſſiope, Hercules, the Ship 
of the Argonauts. According to the common 
Opinion of the Crecians, the Colures were in 
the Middle of the Conſtellations, or in the 
15th Degree from the firſt Star of the ſaid Con- 
ſtellations. This Opinion was ſo well eſtabliſh: 
ed, that Enudoxus thought himſelf obliged to 
conform to it in his Enoptron. And what could 
| have 
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have ſpread it in Greece, but an old Calendar, 
made when they were much in the ſame Situa- 
tion? For this ſort of Country Calendars were 


form d by the Appearances of the Heavenly Bo- 


dies. The Time when Chiron lived, or when 


Aſtronomy firſt appear d in Greece, muſt therefore 
be ſettled by calculating the Motion of the fix d 


Stars in Longitude; and this Calculation will 


bring Chiron s Time to the Lear 1500 before 


7. C. 


This Chronology will prove agreeable/to the 


Grecian Hypotheles, to thoſe; of Herodotus and 
Thucydiges, and will, quite overthrow Sir Iſaac's 
Syſtem, who by this means will have brought 
the ſtrongeſt Proofs that could be alledg'd in 
favour of the antient Chronology, with a Deſign 
.of. deſtroying. it. . N 


- 


hop, to be excuſed\,if I do not finiſh this 
e of Conſtellations, without producing a 


Paſſage of Seneca, from which I belicye J may 


ately conclude, that that Philoſopher was of 


my Opinion, chat the Conſtellations were form d 
5 when 
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when the Colures were 15 Degrees . diſtant 
from the Place where Hipparchns ſet them. 


Lib. vii. * Nondum ſunt ann mille quingenti, ſays he, 
— wer quo Gracia ſtellis numeros, & nomina 


fecit; multæque hodie ſunt gentes que facie 
tenus noverint Cælum“ The Paſſage of Seneca 
deſerves to be read at length. We ſhall there 
find, that the Opinion of Caſſini, Bernoulli, 
and Halley upon the Return of rhe Comets, 
was that of ſeveral Chaldean Aſtronomers ; and 
that Seneca, who thought it the moſt proba- 
ble, believed that the Experience of ſucceed- 
ing Ages might give it ſo great 4 Probability, 
that it would be hereafter difficult to conceive 
it was not always fol lowed. Per $1 ucceſſſones iſta 
longas explicaluntur. V enjet Tempus quo po- 
ſteri noſtri ram aperta nos ne ſciſſe mirentur 
erit qui demonſtret aliquando in quibus Comet 
partibus errent ; cur tam ſeducti a cateris eant ; 
quants, qualeſque fi nt. Contenti ſimus inven- 
ris; FRY veritati & pofferi e ge | 


But to return, to that Part of this Paſſage, 
which relates to the Conſtellations; Seneca ſup- 
* 
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poſes the Colures at thoſe Parts of the Conſtella- 
tions where Hipparchus placed them. And as 
he knew too that theſe Conſtellations had a Mo- 
tion proper to themſelves, contrary to that of 
the Planets, which came to one Degree in 100 Queſ 
Years, according to Hipparchus; from the diffe-“ 
rence of 15 Degrees, between the Place of the 
Colures in the old Calendars, and what they 
were found in, in his Time, he ought to have con- 
cluded that thoſe early Calendars were more 
antient than himſelf by 1500 Years ; which was 
exactly true, according to the Grecian Chrono- 


logy *. 


vii. 4" Bi 


Many Obſervations might be made on what 
Sir Iſaac Newton ſays here, of the Hiſtory of 
Egypt. 1 ſhall only make ſome general Re- 
flections on that Head. Egypt had its diſtinct 
Kings above 1100 Years before the Foundation 


* I ſpeak here of the Motion of the Stars, as if they really chang'd 
their Place; though it is more probable that this Motion is in the 
Earth only, and conſiſts in its changing the Direction of its Poles 


toward the fixt Stats. 
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| of Solomon's Temple ; that is, at the Time of 
Abrahams being called: this is what the Scrip- 
ture leaves us no room to doubt of. The Go- 
vernment, Laws and Religion of that Country 
were at that time regulated much after the ſame 
manner as afterwards. We learn from the Books 
of Moſes, that Arts and Sciences had made a conſi- 
derable Progreſs in Egypt, above 500 years before 
Solomon's days. So that it cannot be conceiyed 
how Sir Jſaac Newton could ſuppoſe that the 
Egyptians began to form their Religion abour 
the Year 900 before the Chriſtian Ara, and 
at that Time made Gods of Men who had 
lived amongſt, and reignd over them at the 
ſame Time; when we know that the Idolatry. of 
that People had then been eſtabliſhed goo years, 
i. e. ever ſince Facob and foſeph. In Maoſess 
Time Egypt had its Prieſts, who by their Tricks 
endeavour d to imitate the Miracles which God 
wrought by the Miniſtry of Moſes. In foſephs 
Time Sacrifices were offer d, and Divination 
practiſed amongſt them; and the Worſhip of 
Beaſts was ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in Egypt, that 
the Natives of that Country look'd on thoſe that 


ted 
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that fed on the Fleſh of Beaſts with Horror, and 
Deteſtation. | 


Sir Jſaac Newton ſuppoſes thole Men who 
were deified by the Egyptians, had that Honour 
conferr'd on them upon the account of the Arts 
they had invented. Now thoſe ſame Arts were 
come to Perfection many Ages before they liy'd, 
as we find in the Scripture. The Deſcription 
we there read of the Tabernacle, and its ſeveral 
Parts, are an invincible Proof that all that is eſ- 
ſential in the Arts of weaving and dying Stuffs, 
melting and engraving Metals, cutting and car. 
ving Wood, ſetting, cutting, and engraying Jew- 
els, tanning and dying Skins, was well known 
600 Years before the Date which our Author fixes 
for the Invention of Arts. 


The Egyptians had a Cycle or Period, which 
the Antients calld Sothiack or Canicular. Sir 
Iſaac Newton places the Beginning of this in the 
Year 884. before the Chriſtian Ara ; becauſe then 
the firſt day of the unequal Egyptian Year falls 
on the very day of the vernal Equinox. But it 
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is certain that the Egyptian Cycle did not begin 
at the vernal Equinox. All Antiquity agrees in 
placing its Beginning not at the vernal Equinox, 
but at the Riſing of the Dog Star, which the 
Egyptians called Sothis. The Heliack riſing of this 
Star, or the Time when it appears on the Hori- 
zon before the riſing of the Sun, is at preſent a- 
bout 40 days after the Solſtice. But as it was 
not always ſo far from the Solſtice as it is now, 

it aroſe formerly much ſooner: For Example, in 
the Year of Chriſt 138, the Heliack Riſing of the 
Canicule, was 22 Days after the Solſtice ; and in 
the Year 1322 before 7. C. this Star roſe 8 days 
after the Solſtice. If we go ſtill higher in this 
manner, we ſhall find that this Star roſe on the 
very Day of the Solſtice, and even ſevere days 
before it. 


When the Egyptian Aſtronomy began, the ri- 
ſing of the Canicule, or Dog-Star, was followed 
by the overflowing of the Nile, which was occa- 
ſioned by the Rains that fell in Ethiopia toward 
the Summer Solſtice, when the Sun is perpendi- 


cular to thoſe Parts that lie near the Tropick. 
This 
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This overflowing, which happen' d after Harveſt, 
prepared the Ground. for Sowing ; and ſerved to 

regulate the Impoſts and Price "of Farms for the 
new Year ; becauſe the Swelling of the Nile de- 
termined the Fruitfulneſs of the Earth, and was 
an Inſtruction to the Natives on what footing 
they might bargain. If the civil Year had begun 
in the Spring, it had been cut in two by this 
Inundation ; and there would have been a ne- 
ceſſity of eſtabliſhing another Year for Hus- 
bandry. 


Antiquity therefore. furniſhes us with. no Rea- 
ſon for believing the Egyptian Year begun in 
the Spring, All antient Authors are unanimous 


in placing its Beginning after the Summer Sol- 
ſtice, toward the. Cloſe of the Inundation. 


We find in the Books of Moſes, that when the 
Jeros left Egypt, they began their Year as the 
Egyptians did. For the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
wich was kept after the Harveſt and Vintage; 
fell coward the End. of the Year. Exod. xxiii. 16. 

They 


enz 
They quitted that Country about 1500 years be- 
fore 7. C. and then the unfixt Egyptian Year be- 
gun on the 25th of Auguſt ; but this Year was 
uſed only upon civil Accounts. The Beginning 
of the Religious Year was fixt to the Spring by 
God's expreſs Order; who declares to the ers, 


that the Month in which they came out of 


Egypt, ſhould for the future be the firſt of their 
Year. Exod. xii. 2. This Month was in the 
Spring, Deuteronom. xvi. I. and the firſt of the 
Religious Year, which was neceſfarily' fixt, becauſe 
the Paſſover was to be obſerved on the 14th Day 
of the Moon next the Equinox. We are entirely 


ignorant of the Quantity and Manner of Inter- 


calation, which the Feros uſed for fixing the Be- 
ginning of their Year to the new Moon of the 
Equinox; but are very well aſſured they had 
recourſe to that Method. Otherwiſe, their 
Year being Lunar, the Paſſover would in Time 
have run through all the Seaſons. 


On the other hand, the E gyptians were ſcrupu- 
louſly and religiouſſy bent on keeping their own 
unfixt Year; the Beginning of which went back about 
| a 
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a whole Day in 4 years; and did not come 
again to the ſame day in leſs then 1460 Years. 
But this was only obſerved in Religious Matters. 
The Prieſts were ſo fond of it, that when Egypt 
came to be ſubject to the Grecians and Ro. 
mans, both which People had a fixt Year, they 
made thoſe whom they admitted to partake of 
their Myſteries, ſwear they would never conſent 
to the Intercalation of a whole Day, or any 
part of a Day, in their Religious Year ; bur 
would employ all cheir Power in oppoſing any 
Attempt of that Nature. Thus in 1460 Years, 
each Feaſt ran through the whole 365 days of 
the Year, and every day of the Year was ſancti- 
fied by the Celebration of all their Feaſts, in the 
Compaſs of chat Term of years. 


This being laid doun, the Egyptian Cycle 
ending i in the Year 138 of J. C. according to 
the expreſs Authority of Cenſorinus; and the 
firſt day of their Year, being that on which the 
Calendars placed the Heliack Riſing of Sirius, 
this Cycle, which laſted 1460 years, muſt have 
begun in the Tear 1323 before . C. that is, 


439 
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439 years before che N 4 4 by/otir 
Author. = | 
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It is even | very WEIL FR this Cycle” was 
not eſtabliſhed in the Year 1323. -It was only 
renewed then ; there having been another Cycle 
of 1460 years before that, which begun in the 
Year 2783 before Chriſt, that is, 643 Years be. 
ne Abraham Was called. 


Nor is this a Suppoſition void of all Proof. 
Manetho ſets down the 5th Year of the 
Reign of Concharis the 25th King of the ſixth 
Dynaſty, which was ended by the Inyaſion of 
the Hyeſes or Shepherds, as the 7ooth Tear 
ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Canicular Cycle. 

This Year falls in with the 43d, after Abraham's 
Vocation ; and this Calculation agrees with, 
the Opinion of all the ancient Chronologets, 
who placed Joſe pb" s Preferment and Jacobs 
coming into Egypt i in the Reign of thoſe Shep- 
herds. N 


Cle- 


ws © 


Clement of r who reckon'd a wi- 


der Interval between the fews leaving E. 


Opt, and the Foundation of Solomon's Tem- 
ple, than that mention'd in the firſt Book of 
Kings, and places the Birth of Moſes about 
660 Years before the Foundation of the Tem- 
ple, aſſures us, that he was born 345 Tears 
before the Renewing of the Egyptian Cycle; 
which is agreeable to the Calculation of Cen- 
ſorinus, who places this Renovation of the 
Cycle 1333 Years before the Chriſtian ra. 
For St. Clements Chronology in the time of 
the Judges and Kings is ſo contusd, that we are 
not to mind a Difference of 5 or 6 Tears. 


I am ſenſible that Sir Jſaac Newton does not 
allow much Weight to the Authority of Ma. 
net ho, and other antient Writers of the Egyptian 
Hiſtory, though ſeveral of them made uſe of 
Materials taken from the Archives of the Tem- 
ples. The Prieſts who kept them, were intruſt- 
ed with the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, as w 
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as. the Regulation of Religious Matters, and 
are therefore to be look d on as real Magi- 


ſtrates of Egypt. 


The Contempt which our Author expteſſes 
for them, is one Reaſon of the Impatience 
with which we expect his larger Work. That 
learned Gentleman will, without doubt, let us 
know why he. rejects the Authority of the 
Egyptians in what concerns. their own. Hiſto- 
ry; and at the fame time gives us a Hiſtory 
of that People, entirely made up of. the fabu- 
lous Traditions of the Greek: Poets, concern-- 


ing the Adventures. of the Deities of Greece. 


and Egypt. 


I hope; however, that what I have faid in theſe 
my Obſervations, in relation to the Difficul- 
ties which occur in the Compendious Chronology, 
and of its Oppoſition to the expreſs Authori- 


ties of Antiquity, will be ſufficient to engage 


the Readers to ſuſpend their Jadgment till 
Sir Jſaac Newton publiſhes the Proofs on which 


he goes. 
er 
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1 might make ſeveral Remarks on what 
Sir Iſaac Newton ſays of Greece in his Chro- 
nology; but the examining his Conjectures 
would engage me in too long, and too par- 
ticular n ee | 


I think 1 1 ſaid 8 on the Epoch 


of the Argonauts, and the Computing the Ge- 
nerations, to make the World cautious how they 
give into the reſt: For thoſe are the two 


Foundations of this new Chronological Sy- 
ſtem. 


I ſhall only add, that his Chronology as to 
the Expedition of the Heraclides, which he 
places in the Year 825 before 7. C. is entirely 
deſtroyed by that of Thucydides. 


That Hiſtorian, to whom Sir Iſaac Newton 
ſeems to pay a Deference, ſays in expreſs Terms, 
that the City of Melos, in the Iſland of the ſame 
Name, a Colony of the Heraclides of Peloponeſus, 
O 2 was 
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was deſtroyed in the 15th Tear of the Pelopone- 
ſian War, which was the Tooth Tear offer the 
Foundation of Peloponeſus. This was the 419th 
Year before 7 C. The Colony of A then, 
was founded by the Heraclides of Peloponeſus, 
the Year 1115 before that Epoch: and conſe- 
quently the Fleraclides had already conquer d 
Peloponeſus in that Tear; that is, 290 Years before 
the Time which Sir Iſaac Neroton fixes for their 
Return; and 211 before his Date of the taking 


of Troy. 
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Herodotus agrees with the Hypotheſis of Thu- 
| | cydides. But this is not a proper Place to enter 
| into farther Particulars. | 


'vZ I have no difficulty to acknowledge that the 
1% manner in which Sir Iſaac Newton connects the 
L | Events of the Heroick Times, with the Conqueſts 
[ of Seſoſtris, contains ſeveral very ingentous 
| —_— Things. But this Notion is not peculiar to him, 
28 lainvil- for it is now 12 or 15 Yeats ſince I heard it men- 


dd u tion d by a very ingenious Perſon, whoſe Manu- 


ed in 
722. ſcripts 


2 
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ſcripts are handed about: Beſides which, it has 
no Dependance on Sir Jſaac Newton's Chro- 


nology. 


That learned Mathematician ſuppoſes Seſoftris 
the ſame with Shiſhak, mentioned in the Scrip- 
ture, and Cotemporary with Jeroboam, which too 


is Sir John Maſham's Opinion. 


But if, as Father Tournemine has ſhewn in his 


ſacred Chronology, and the Count de Bowlain- ay 
villiers proves in his Manuſcript Univerſal Hi- E 


ſtory, that Prince is the ſame with Pharaoh, who 


perſecuted the Fews in Moſes's Time; if the Paris. 


Labours with which this Pharaoh opprefs'd the 


Fews, for fortitying the Towns of Egypt; it that 
prodigious Number of Bricks, which might ſup- 


ply the whole Nation, relate to the Cauſeys, 
Banks, and Keys, which Seſoſtris made round 
the ſeveral Towns of Egypt, according to Diodo- 
rus; Works, in which not one Native of Egypt 
was employ'd : it will then appear, that this 
Prince muſt have reign'd 560 Years before the 
Foundation of Solomon's Temple, about the 


Year 
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Year 1570 before the Chriſtian Ara. And 
then Seſoſtris will be Cotemporary with Cadmns, 
and D anaus, according to the Chronology of 
the Crecians. For, according to Herodotus, Cad- 
mus lived 5 Generations before Hercules ; that 
is, by that Author's Calculation, about 1550 
ears before the Chriſtian Ara. 


According to the Chronicle of Pharos, Da- 
-naus came into Greece 300 Years before the 
raking of Troy ; about 1550 before 7. C. By 
this means we may fave Sir Iſaac Newton's Con- 
. Jeftures, without being obliged to receive his 
ende Chronology. 


When hi his large Work appears 3 in the World, 
we ſhall be better able to judge of the Solidity 
of his Proofs. Then, if they really are as ſtrong 
as his Friends ſay, I ſhall think it an Honour to 
come into the Sentiments of a Man, whoſe 
Name is ſo famous in the learned Part of Eu- 


rope. 
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But till then, I cannot but perſuade myſelf E 
have a Right to believe the antient Writers of 
Greece, better acquainted with their own Hiſtory, 
than we can be at this day, who live aboye 
2000 Years after that People, and have no other 
Materials but what they have left us. 
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